
GUEST BAND January 1, 2017 

Followed by  

The Dry Creek Band 

3:00pm to 5:30 

Charlie Hull & the 

Western Swing Playboys 
1:00pm to 3:00 

Officials & Staff ............ 2 

President’s Message ...... 2 

From The Bandstand ........ 2 

Letter From the Editor ... 3 

Tony’s Jam. Article ....... 3 

HOF Nominations ......... 3 

HOF Profiles .................. 4 

No Potluck Required ........ 5 

Membership Dues ................. 5 

Membership Report .............. 5 

Membership Application. .. 5 

Upcoming Bands ........... 6 

Monthly Music Sessions 6 

Blue Membership Cards 6 

Mike Gross Top 10 ........ 7 

Future of Western Swing!7 

Happy Times .......................... 8 

Enjoying the Day ................... 9 

Other WSS Orgs .......... 10 

Winners! ...................... 10 

Board Mtg Invitation ....... 10 

W H A T’ S  I N S I D E 

Volume 35, Number 2                                                                                                                February 2017  

 

BILLY JACK WILLS 
Inducted October 3,1982 

STEVE CLARK 
Inducted October 2, 2016 

Western Swing Society Hall of Fame Profiles ~ Page 4 



 

 

From the PRESIDENT 
by Bill Seabridge 
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Western Swing Society Music News 

is published monthly by the 

Western Swing Society 

Views and opinions expressed by contrib-

uting authors are not necessarily those of the 

editorial staff or the Society. 

Submitted articles, publicity notices and 

letters not relating directly to the Society or 

its members may be published at the discre-

tion of the Editor, as space permits. The staff 

reserves the right to edit any and all items 

submitted for publication. 

Deadline for Submittals: 

All items, photographs, articles, and 

ad’s are due to the Editor no later than 

the 10th of the month.  

Hello out there. What 

better way to start a 

New Year than to 

have our own Queen 

of Western Swing 

open the show. Not 

only is Shelley Elkan pure royalty 

when she performs, but Bite the Bul-

let really knows how to bring that 

status to the forefront. This is a 

woman who is as good-hearted and 

genuine as they come and that hon-

est quality reflects in her music. We 

are fortunate to start a year of great 

music with such a class act. 

So this time of year is inspired by 

good intentions and high ambitions 

only to soon be followed by fleeting 

resolutions and a return to old habits. 

Such is the nature of all mankind in 

January. I, on the other hand, realize 

that if you have no expectations, you 

will have less disappointments, so I 

refrain from noble thoughts of un-

likely self-improvement. Which, on-

ly means you are going to have the 

same old president you had last year. 

But we have some new board mem-

bers with fresh ideas about the direc-

tion of our society and this should 

lead to improvement in our web site 

and Facebook pages and a concerted 

effort to draw younger musicians 

toward western swing music. I look 

forward to working with this fine 

board that is dedicated to providing 

us with the best western swing ven-

ue north of Bakersfield. 

And it's THANK YOU time again. 

This month I want to recognize the 

folks who provide the Food and 

Drink for the dance. Bob and Melo-

dy put together a terrific menu each 

month and serve it up hot with the 

help of their hard working family. 

While it is sponsored by the Ameri- 

Continued on page 3 

The Western Swing Society 

P.O Box PO Box 2474 

Carmichael, CA 95609 

westernswingsociety.net 

Facebook: SacramentoWesternSwingSociety 

 

Founded in 1981 by Loyd and Perry Jones  

to enable performance, preservation and 

perpetuation of the unique American art 

form known as Western Swing Music. 

Officers: 

President, Bill Seabridge (916) 635-9310 

Vice-President, Chuck Webb (916) 689-9546 

Treasurer, (To Be Announced) 

Secretary, (To Be Announced) 

Other Directors: 

Tony Arana (775) 971-3070 

Rex Barnes (916) 704-1566 

Edward Burhans (916) 922-2299 

Olen Dillingham (916) 645-8878 

Ronnie Elkan (916) 765-4345 

Linda Michael (916) 870-7463 

Dave Rietz (916) 806-0520 

 

Staff and Committee Chairpersons: 

Bookkeeper, Jo Pine 

Decorating Chair, Rex Barnes 

Equipment and Staging, (open) 

Historian, (open)  

Jam Room, Tony Arana  

Membership Director, Chuck Webb 

Music Director, Ronnie Elkan/Doug Weiss  

Newsletter Team: Editor, (open) 

 Layout and Publication: Ronnie and                       

  Shelley Elkan, 

Photographer: Donald deMars 

Public Relations, Rex Barnes 

Raffle, Bob and Virginia Kuykendall 

Scholarship, Ronnie Elkan  

Slide Show, open 

Sound Engineer, Gary Blodgett 

Website, Dave Rietz  

Now that’s the way 

to kick off 2017 by 

celebrating New 

Year’s Day with 

Shelley Elkan and 

Bite the Bullet 

along with longtime House Band 

Dry Creek. The bands kept a nice 

crowd on the dance floor through-

out the afternoon. Even, if you 

were not dancing, it was great lis-

tening music. 

Bite the Bullet with Shelley han-

dling most of the vocals was com-

prised of husband Ronnie – fiddle; 

Olen Dillingham – vocal/fiddle/

mandolin/Cajun accordion; Dave 

Wren – steel; Gary Blodgett – vo-

cals/guitar; Rob Shotwell – vo-

cals/guitar; Steve Clark – vocals/

bass and Biff Adams – drums. 

Dry Creek picked up the baton 

and closed out the day of dancing. 

Onstage with Bill Enyeart – vo-

cals/keyboard/guitar was Jim 

Baughman – guitar; Lenny Ser-

dahl – vocals/guitar; Dave Rietz – 

fiddle; Billy Smith – bass and Bill 

Cornett – vocals/drums. We were 

also treated to some super vocals 

by guests Nancy Long, Linda 

Baughman and Michael Rey. 

In February we are in for a treat 

with guest band Charlie Hull and 

the Country Swing Playboys. Dry 

Creek will follow. Do plan to be 

with us. 

From the BANDSTAND  
by Doug Weiss 

tel:%28916%29635-9310
tel:%28916%29689-9546
tel:%28916%29%20922-2299
tel:%28916%29645-8878
tel:%28916%29%20806-0520


 

 

Jammin’ 
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President’s Letter Continued  from page 2 

can Legion, these great folks volunteer their pre-

cious time to see that we don't go hungry on Sunday 

afternoon while at the same time earning money that 

goes to charitable causes. That's the very definition 

of "good people". And a big THANK YOU as well 

to Cyndi Lee, our resident barkeep, who is as relia-

ble as Haley's Comet! She never misses a dance and 

is always serving up potent potables with a friendly 

greeting. She is always generous with her time, so 

reciprocate by keeping her tip jar full.   

Well next month we will enjoy the Western Swing 

Playboys lead by Mr. Easy Sounds himself, the one 

and only Charlie Hull. This is a group of pickers 

and players that never disappoints and makes it easy 

to dance. Of course, we'll also be treated to the tunes 

of Bill Enyeart and that always great Dry Creek 

Band. It should be a terrific dance so be sure not to 

miss it. 

See you on the dance floor! 

President Bill 

Hey folks, I sure love our Western Swing Society. 

What a great dance, I'm sorry if you missed it. I 

have to give a big thanks to all of the folks that 

make it happen under the watchful eye of our Presi-

dent, Bill Seabridge.  

We didn't have a board meeting last month so we'll 

be busy at the February meeting. There are so many 

ways you can get suggestions to us. You are wel-

come to attend the meetings or hand your suggestion 

to any board member or email me. The flood gate is 

now officially open. 

We are constantly working on our sound and vol-

ume problems. Tough problem as it includes the 

acoustics of the room, the right equipment and coop-

eration from band members. We are aware of the 

problem and we are so lucky to have Gary Blodgett 

volunteer his time as our sound engineer. 

Hope to see you on Feb. 5th. 

Your Co-Editor, Ronnie Elkan 

Letter From The Editor 

HALL OF FAME NOMINATIONS  

Let’s have another inspiring set of inductees for the 

Western Swing Society Hall of Fame in October 

2017. The closing date for submission of nomina-

tions is May 31, 2017. Start NOW. Time FLIES! 

Any member in good standing may make 2 nomina-

tions, by either postal or email. An 8 x 10 hard copy 

photo and a digital jpeg (res. 300 dpi) is required at 

the time of nomination. The nomination should con-

tain sufficient biographical information to enable the 

committee to evaluate the nominee's qualifications. 

Nominations must include the names, addresses, 

phone numbers and email addresses (if available) 

for the nominee and the person submitting them. If 

the nominee is deceased, please include the name of 

a person who may be able to accept the award. 

Mail to: Western Swing Nominations Committee,   

P. O. Box 2474, Carmichael, CA 95609 

Last month’s jam session was a good 

one. We had a newcomer come in by 

the name of Jimmy Spero. He played 

good lead guitar, he did some sing-

ing and we played some good old fashioned instru-

mentals. Come on back Jimmy. 

Other lead players were Bobby Giasson, Lenny Ser-

dahl and Nick Dennis. Bobby and Nick did some 

singing. The fiddle player was Dave Rietz and he 

stepped up to the mic. and sang a few songs.  

Bill Cornett walked in and I talked him into playing 

drums and that gave me a break. He also did some 

singing. Other singers were Eddie Burr, Doug Weiss 

(our past president) and Michael Ray. 

Our only female singer was Nancy Long, thanks 

Nancy. 

That does it for this month, Until Next Time 

See Ya! Tony Arana, Jam Room Host 

JAM ROOM JAMMERS 



 

 

STEVE CLARK 
Inducted October 2, 2017 

Steve Clark was born in Los Angeles, CA on Janu-

ary 21, 1955. As a ten year old he’d listen to his step 

dad playing guitar. This is all he needed to get him 

excited about being a musician. He got a Mel Bay 

book and away he went on Louie Louie and any-

thing Haggard. Steve is all self taught. 

His influence in western swing music came from 

visiting his grandparents who listened to Bob Wills, 

and the great western swing bands of the time.  

This was the foundation of Steve’s music career. To 

play music with other kids, he had to start playing 

the rock covers of the day. He kept busy with 

“garage bands” in High School playing dances. The 

great thing about garage bands and start up bands is 

you meet a lot of musicians and it didn’t take long 

for Steve to get a break with a top notch country 

band as a bass player and singing vocals. They also 

did a steady diet of western swing. 

Living in the hills around the Bay Area of CA at the 

time, Steve found time to ride horses and get serious 

about earning money playing music. Practicing five 

nights a week paid off during the years of 1979 

through 1980. The movie, Urban Cowboy, came out 

and put all of the country musicians to work. The 

name of the band was the Silver Saddle Band. They 

opened for Ray Charles, David Frizzell & Shelly 

West and played all the northern California clubs. 

He also played with the Blue Canyon Band on the 

road doing the fair circuit and club dates. While with 

the Blue Canyon Band he opened shows for Ernest 

Tubb, Ray Price, Doug Kershaw and Dan Seals. 

In 1984 Steve had the distinction of playing the 

number one club in the Bay Area, the Saddle Rack 

Saloon, with the California Freedom Band that was 

fronted by Rose Maddox. He also got a second op-

portunity to open for Ray Charles, David Frizzell & 

Shelly West, the same line up he opened for in the 

early ‘80’s.  While with California Freedom he 

played a few dates with Bobby Bare in ’94. 

1998 found Steve back at the Saddle Rack Saloon  

Continued on page 11 
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Sunday, February 5, 2017 ~ 1:00 pm-3:00 pm 

Charlie Hull & The Country Swing playboys 
FOR YOUR ENTERTAINMENT AND DANCING PLEASURE 

BILLY JACK WILLS 
2/26/1926—3/2/1991 

Inducted October 3, 1982 

Billy Jack Wills (Artist Biography by Jim Smith) 

Perhaps the most underrated Western swing ban-

dleader ever was Billy Jack Wills, the youngest 

brother of Bob, whose Western Swing Band broke 

new ground for the genre in the early '50s. Born Feb-

ruary 26, 1926, in Memphis, Hall County, TX, Billy 

Jack was exposed at an early age to the music of his 

famous brother, as well as his father, champion fid-

dler John Wills. After beginning his professional 

career in brother Johnnie Lee Wills' Tulsa band in 

the early '40s, Billy Jack went to California to work 

as a bassist and drummer for the Texas Playboys. In 

that group, he played a significant role both as a vo-

calist and songwriter, lending his bluesy voice to 

"Cadillac in Model A" and providing lyrics to the 

massive hit "Faded Love."  

After six years as a member of the Texas Playboys, 

Billy Jack got his chance as a leader when Bob 

moved his base of operations from the Wills Point 

Ballroom in Sacramento to Oklahoma City. Tired of 

touring, mandolinist Tiny Moore stayed behind to 

manage Wills Point. Needing a new band to fill the 

void left by Wills' departure, Moore suggested Billy 

Jack. Bob agreed, and Moore and Billy Jack assem-

bled a band that included trumpeter and bassist Dick 

McComb, fiddler/bassist Cotton Roberts, rhythm 

guitarist Kenny Lowery, and steel guitarist Tommy 

Varner. The group, dubbed Billy Jack Wills & His 

Western Swing Band, began broadcasting over Sac-

ramento's KCRA radio in 1950, soon moving to the 

considerably larger KFBK.  

The band truly came into being, however, after the 

start of the Korean War. Looking to replace the 

drafted Varner, Wills hired a local teenager named 

Vance Terry, a disciple of Noel Boggs whose crisp, 

driving style added the final element to the group's 

adventurous sound.  

The enormous age difference (20 years) between 

Billy Jack and Bob meant that the younger's musical 

Continued on page 6 
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APPLYING FOR MEMBERSHIP AND NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION 

Submit the following information in a note with your check to:  

The Western Swing Society, P.O. Box 2474, Carmichael, CA 95609: 

Name(s), mailing address, email address, and telephone number. 

Fees (make check payable to Western Swing Society) 

Individual Membership, $15 per year.  

Couples Membership, $20 per year. (one address only).  

 

You will receive a color version of our newsletter via email. Paid membership also includes reduced admission fee at 

Society music functions, and the right to vote in Society elections and on proposed By-Law changes. 
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Check out Barbara Martin’s 

http://www.wsmonthly.com/subscribe.html 
MEMBERSHIP 

Any Changes? Keep us up to date on any chang-

es in your membership information, especially email 

addresses. We can’t get your newsletter to you un-

less we have your current information.  

You can mail changes in your information to the 

Society at P.O. Box 2474, Carmichael, CA; phone it 

to (916) 689-9546; or email it to member-

ship@westernswingsociety.net. Thanks! 

Keep on Western Swingin’ 

HAVEN’T PAID YOUR MEMBERSHIP DUES? 

Just a reminder that prorated dues during the 

months of November through February, 2017 are 

$14 a couple and $10 for a single (regularly $20/

$15). This is especially important, if you pay by 

mail. Dues paid during this 4-month time frame will 

cover your membership until June 30, 2017. We 

encourage paying your dues at the door as it is a 

simpler process for us and you will receive your 

card on the spot. Thanks to all members for your 

support of the Western Swing Society. 

FOOD AVAILABLE 

We are lucky to continue to have food 

provided by the American Legion Post 

#9 at our monthly dances. They did 

such a good job for a reasonable price 

at our Hall of Fame celebration. I know 

we’ll all continue to enjoy the delicious BBQ and 

other hot foods they’ll be cooking up. 

tel:%28916%29689-9546
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UPCOMING BANDS  

February Charlie Hull & The Country Swing 

Playboys 

March Robby James & The Streets of Bakers-

field 

April Stardust Cowboys 

May Tony Arana and the Jam Room Band 

June Lincoln Highway 

July Bill Cornett & Friends 

Billy Jack Wills Continued from page 4 

interests were considerably more advanced. While 

Bob had drawn inspiration from the primitive blues 

and jazz of the 1910s and '20s, Billy Jack's muse lay 

in the developing genres of jump blues, R&B, and 

be-bop. These fixations gave his group a progres-

siveness that was found nowhere else, characterized 

by its hard-swinging jazz rhythms and bluesy, 

shouted vocals, which drew heavily from the styles 

of Wynonie Harris and Roy Brown. Between 1950 

and 1954, the group enjoyed a strong Northwest fol-

lowing, touring and building up an eclectic reper-

toire of radio transcriptions. They covered many of 

the popular black hits of the time, including Ruth 

Brown's "Teardrops From My Eyes" and Larry Dar-

nell's "For You, My Love." In 1953, the group cut a 

version of Roy Brown's "There's Good Rocking To-

night"; later that year, they turned in a rollicking 

arrangement of Bill Haley's first hit, "Crazy, Man, 

Crazy."  

The group's success, however, was short-lived. In 

1954, Bob Wills disbanded the Texas Playboys and 

returned to Sacramento to perform with Billy Jack. 

The idea was to increase business at Wills Point, but 

the results were disastrous. Bob quickly took charge 

of the group and against the wishes of most in-

volved, immediately set off on tour, at which point 

Tiny Moore quit to host a children's television show.  

Out on the road, energies were soon sapped. Under 

Wills' control, the boldness that had characterized 

the band's radio broadcasts began to fold, channeled 

into what was by now the rather stale sound of the 

Texas Playboys. That and the emerging television 

craze effectively ended the group. Vance Terry quit 

to enroll in college; he later joined Jimmie Rivers 

and the Cherokees. Tiny Moore went on to play 

with Merle Haggard & the Strangers. Billy Jack 

struggled on without success until 1960, when he 

retired from music. He died on March 3, 1991.  

MONTHLY MUSIC SESSIONS 

The Western Swing Society holds a music and dance 

session on the first Sunday of each month, featuring 

guest bands and artists and jam sets. 

1:00 pm to 5:30 pm  at The Machinists Hall 

2749 Sunrise Blvd., Rancho Cordova, CA* 

Donation:  $5 for Members;  $8 for Non-Members 

For information, browse to 

www.westernswingsociety.net 

*The address is Sunrise, but the driveway is on Citrus. 

Driving Instructions to MACHINISTS HALL:   From Hwy 50, take the Sun-
rise Blvd. South exit and cross two lights (Folsom Blvd. and Trade Center 

Drive). After crossing Trade Center, be in the left lane and take the next left 

turn  which is Citrus Road.  You will see an Enterprise Car Rental lot in front 
of you. Turn right into the driveway just past Enterprise. You’ll see our sign, 

and you are there.  Park, come in and join the fun. 

Please assist the ladies at the door by having your 

BLUE MEMBERSHIP CARD in your hand as you 

enter the Hall. It will greatly assist in speeding up 

the entry process. Thank you for your cooperation. 

BIG REQUEST! 

http://www.allmusic.com/artist/bob-mn0000074970
http://www.allmusic.com/artist/billy-jack-mn0000768445
http://www.allmusic.com/artist/wynonie-harris-mn0000960674
http://www.allmusic.com/artist/roy-brown-mn0000343396
http://www.allmusic.com/artist/ruth-brown-mn0000806877
http://www.allmusic.com/artist/ruth-brown-mn0000806877
http://www.allmusic.com/artist/larry-darnell-mn0000781226
http://www.allmusic.com/artist/larry-darnell-mn0000781226
http://www.allmusic.com/artist/roy-brown-mn0000343396
http://www.allmusic.com/artist/bill-haley-mn0000077870
http://www.allmusic.com/artist/bob-wills-mn0000074970
http://www.allmusic.com/artist/the-texas-playboys-mn0000751711
http://www.allmusic.com/artist/billy-jack-mn0000768445
http://www.allmusic.com/artist/bob-mn0000074970
http://www.allmusic.com/artist/tiny-moore-mn0000930093
http://www.allmusic.com/artist/wills-mn0000768445
http://www.allmusic.com/artist/the-texas-playboys-mn0000751711
http://www.allmusic.com/artist/the-texas-playboys-mn0000751711
http://www.allmusic.com/artist/vance-terry-mn0001258525
http://www.allmusic.com/artist/tiny-moore-mn0000930093
http://www.allmusic.com/artist/merle-haggard-the-strangers-mn0000409088
http://www.allmusic.com/artist/billy-jack-mn0000768445
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Future of Western Swing! 

"Swingin' West"- Mike 

Gross 

KSEY-FM, Seymour, TX 

February 1, 2017 
 

Songs 
1 Everything’s Gotta Swing in Texas- Cowboy 

Joe (Chimney Rock)  

2 My San Antonio Rose- The Time Jumpers 

(Rounder)  

3 She’s All Texas- Ed Montana  (Six Pack 

Music)  

4 We’re the Time Jumpers- The Time Jump-

ers (Rounder)  

5 Dallas- Tommy Hooker (i2i) 

6 This Song is Just for You- Paul Schlesing-

er & his Knights of Western Swing 

7 Souvenir- Joyce Woodson (Radish) 

8 Stop, Look and Listen - Frank Maloy, Paul 

Anastasio, Casey Driscoll & Friends  

9 Screamin’ Jimmy- Eli Barsi  

10 Love is a Lingering Thing- Solitaire Miles 

(Seraphic) 

Albums 
1 Paul Schlesinger & his Knights of Western 

Swing- Paul Schlesinger 

2 Rose of Old Pawnee- Curio Cowboys (Ruido) 

3 Kid Sister- The Time Jumpers (Rounder) 

4 Recollections in Swing- Uptown Drifters  

5 Mood Swings- Liz Masterson (Western 

Serenade Music)  

6 Susie Blue & the Lonesome Fellas- Soli-

taire Miles (Seraphic) 

7 Wild Blue Yonder- The Western Flyers 

(Versa-Tone) 

8 You’re The Best Thing- Nick Demaio 

9 Green Mountain Standard Time- Rick & 

The Ramblers (Airflyte) 

10 Something to Bragg About- Leddy Bragg 

Mike Goss Top 10 
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HAPPY TIMES 
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ENJOYING THE DAY 
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OTHER WESTERN SWING MUSIC  

ORGANIZATIONS/MUSIC HAPPENINGS 

Bakersfield Country Music Museum,  P.O. Box 

81623, Bakersfield CA 93380-1623. Call 661-366-

6003 24/7 for more information.  

Buck Ford & Pure Country Band: Check Web-

site for schedule, http://www.buckford.com/

calendar/ 

Canadian Western Swing Music Society,  Con-

tact: John York, 3565 Cambridge St., Vancouver, 

BC, Canada V5K 1M3.  Phone 604-299-2301. 

CA Old Time Fiddlers Association, Meets 2nd 

Sunday. Orangevale Grange on Walnut Avenue in 

Orangevale, CA. www.cbaontheweb.org/

region_details.asp? Region 2 

Cowtown Society of Western Music,  Contact: 

Joe Baker, Membership Director, 575-808-4111, 

106 Roswell Street, Ruidoso, New Mexico 88345 

Greater Arizona Country/Western Swing Associ-

ation and Hall of Fame, Inc.  PO Box 953, Dewey, 

AZ 86326. Contact Jim Gamble at 928-458-0714. 

Lincoln Highway Band,  4th Sunday of the 

month, 1-4pm, VFW  POST 4647, 3300 U Street, 

North Highlands, $5.00 cover charge. For more in-

formation call (916) 580-7390.  

Northwest Western Swing Music Society,   

Contact: Jeannie Yearian, Editor, 21221 174th Ave.     

SE, Renton, WA  98058-9740.  Meets 2nd Sunday   

www.nwwsms.com 

Sacramento Jazz Society,  2nd Sunday of each 

month, NOON to 5:00 at Elks Lodge #6, 6446 Riv-

erside Blvd. and Florin Rd., Sacramento, CA 95831. 

$8 for members and $10 for non-members. 

Western Swing Music Society of the Southwest,  
PO Box 644, Shattuck, OK 73858. Meets quarterly. 

Go to website at:  www.wsmss.com.   

Board Meeting Invitation 

You can attend the Society’s monthly Board meetings; 

first Sunday of each month starting at 10:30 a.m. in the 

Machinists Hall in Rancho Cordova. 

WINNERS! 



 

 

JOIN THE JAM-A-RANA 

The Jam Room is proving to be a great success and 

a lot of fun.  Time often runs out on the main 

stage for guest performers but that doesn’t mean 

you  can’t strut your stuff.  Come on back to the JR 

where Board member, Tony ‘Jammin’ Arana is in 

charge.  Bring your instrument, voice, fans, or what-

ever and share your talent.  We’d love to hear you. 

...THANKS VOLUNTEERS!! 
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Steve Clark Continued from page 4 

and playing other shows with the Silver Spur Band, 

which included opening for Jason Aldean. 

Now living in the foothills of northern California, it 

was time to get back to his roots with the Stardust 

Cowboys and western swing music. In that band he 

played with Hall of Fame members Gary and Vicki 

Campbell, Dave Wren, Olen Dillingham, Bob 

Woods, and Ronnie Elkan. Clubs, fair dates, and 

concerts kept the band busy. It was with Stardust 

Cowboys that Steve would first play at the Western 

Swing Society. 

In 2009 Buck Ford hired Steve to play with The 

Pure Country Band, playing western swing, classic 

country and originals. He joined his Stardust Cow-

boy band mate, Ronnie Elkan, also in Buck’s band, 

and started playing pretty much fulltime right up to 

today. With this band Steve has played shows with 

Tommy Cash, Wade Hayes and opened for numer-

ous bands, Mark Chesnutt, Aaron Watson, Daryl 

Singletary, Wade Hayes, John Michael Montgom-

ery, Clint Black, Aaron Tippin and Easton Corbin. 

Buck tries to bring his band in to the Western Swing 

Society every year.  

Along with his busy schedule with Buck Ford and 

The Pure Country Band, Steve also plays with the 

Country Club Cowboys. They play the second Sun-

day of each month at the Classic Country Dance. 

On stage with Steve are Hall of Famers Biff Adam, 

Bobby Black, Ronnie and Shelley Elkan, Cliff 

Brizendine, Hubert “Brownie” Brown, Jimmy Lu-

trell and many other fine musicians. 

Steve has had a very long career of playing all 

brands of “western” music but nothing makes him 

smile more then kicking off a good “western swing” 

tune. 


