
Hey Gang, here I am, always a 
little late and on the run. I'm just 
happy and amazed every month 
with the participation and all the 
joy our folks bring to the dance. 
We had another great turnout and 
the number of folks that come to 
the dance just keeps growing. Big 
thanks goes out to everyone. 

The band came out of the back room this month to 
show themselves on the main stage. This group can 
be seen on a monthly basis in the jamroom. They 
volunteer their time and talent and also supply and 
set up sound in the backroom for all who would like 
to just sit and listen and also sing and play. Brad 
Barnett, Dave Rietz and Chuck Webb run the show 
for us. 
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THIS MONTHôS FEATURED 
HALL OF FAME MEMBERS 

 (Go to Page 3) 

JESSE AUSTIN MORRIS PAUL KRAUSHAAR 

THE BAUGH-
MANôS & 
FRIENDS 
1:00pm-3:00pm 
Followed by the 
House band  

ñThe Hall of 
Famersò 

3:00pm-5:00pm 

SUNDAY, March 1, 2026 

CHECK OUT PHOTOS On 
Page 4 
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Western Swing Society Music News 
is published monthly by the 
Western Swing Society 

Views and opinions expressed by contrib-
uting authors are not necessarily those of the 
editorial staff or the Society. 

Submitted articles, publicity notices and let-
ters not relating directly to the Society or its 
members may be published at the discretion 
of the Editor, as space permits. The staff re-
serves the right to edit any and all items sub-
mitted for publication. 

 
Deadline for Submittals: 

All items, photographs, articles, and 
adôs are due to the Editor no later than 
the 10th of the month.  

COME IN AND JAM 

Weôd like to 
have you write 
to us about your 
experience if 
you play in the 
jam room or go 
in to listen. 
Weôll share 

your comments here in this col-
umn. Just send your thoughts to 
ronnie.elkan@gmail.com or send 
us a letter via snail mail. In the 
meantime weôll list the players 
who joined us last month. 

Come in and join in, you can listen 
or sign up to play and/or sing. Are 
ñHall of Fameò hosts, Brad Bar-
nett and Dave Rietz will be there 
to welcome you! 

JAM ROOM JAMMERS PO Box 2474 

Carmichael, CA 95609 

westernswingsociety.net 

Facebook: SacramentoWesternSwingSociety 
 

Founded in 1981 by Loyd and Perry Jones  
to enable performance, preservation and 
perpetuation of the unique American art 
form known as Western Swing Music. 

Officers: 
President, Ronnie Elkan (916) 765-4345 
Vice Pres, Open 
Treasurer, Linda Swanson 
Secretary, Sandra Robinson 
Social Media, Sandra Robinson 
Social Media Specialist , Alicia West Fox-
Other Directors: 
Linda McCarley (916) 870-7463 
Dave Rietz (916) 806-0520 
Alicia West 
Chuck Webb 
Arron Smith 
Ralph Chase 
Staff and Committee Chairpersons: 
Admissions Coord, Linda McCarley  
Bar Manager, Arron Smith Sr. 
Bartender, Chuck 
Decorating Chair, Open 
Equipment and Staging, Arron Smith 
Historian, (open)  
Jam Room, Brad Barnett & Dave Rietz  
Master of Ceremonies, Terry Crouson 
Membership Director, Linda McCarley  
Music Director, Ronnie Elkan 
Newsletter Editor, Ronnie Elkan 
Photographer, Alicia Fox 
Public Relations Administrator Open 
Facebook Administrator: Alica West Fox 
Volunteer Coordinator: Sandra Robinson 
Raffle, Bob and Virginia Kuykendall 
Slide Show, Janet Jimenez 
Sound Engineer, Arron Smith 
Website Manager, Dave Rietz  
Hall of Fame ; Carol Spiker 

Editors Letter continued from page 1 

The Jamroom Band is Brad Barnett 
on keys and vocals; Dave Rietz on 
fiddle and vocals; Chuck Webb on 
bass and sound engineer; Charlie 
Nickrenz on drums and vocals; Ter-
ry Crouson on lead guitar; Roger 
Wrestler on pedal steel guitar; Nan-
cy Long on vocals and Joe Champi-
on on guitar and vocals. 

We held down the jamroom for this 
great group and had a blast doing it. 
A lot of great talent came back 
there to help out. 

The Hall of Fame Band came up 
next and were really happy that the 
dancers hung out to the end to listen 
and dance. The band was Jimmy 
Baughman on guitar and vocals; 
Ralph Chase on keys and vocals; 
Steve Clark on bass and vocals; 
Brian McCommas on guitar and 
vocals; Bill Cornett and Arron 
Smith on drums and vocals; Olen 
Dillingham 
on Mando 
and fiddle; 
and Ronnie 
Elkan on 
fiddle. We 
had a spe-
cial guest 
come up to 
play. Bud 
Duncan hit the stage with us and 
really did a great job on fiddle and 
singing. Also coming up as guests 
were John Bush on harmonica, 
Janice Allen on vocals, Linda 
Baughman on vocals, Nancy Long 
on vocals and Rhonda Lynn on vo-
cals. 

Ronnie Elkan (Editor) 

mailto:ronnie.elkan@gmail.com
tel:%28916%29%20806-0520
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BORN 1932 DIED 2014 
Inducted October 6, 2013 
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PAUL KRAUSHAAR 
Inducted October 5, 2025 

Paul Kraushaar started 
his musical journey early 
in life and has ne-
verstopped pursuing his 
craft.Growing up in the 
San Francisco Bay Area 
in themidst of the music 
boom of the late sixties, 

Paul was inspired by thesounds of the day and had to 
join in. 

At the age of nine Paul began with drum lessons, fol-
lowed by guitar andpiano. He later became a music 
major throughout his academic years,studying music 
theory, harmony and composition. Eventually receiv-
ing anhonorary masters degree in the recording arts. 

While in high school he went pro by performing local-
ly with numerousgroups in bars, clubs and social func-
tions. Years before being of legal age. 

One of Paulôs teachers in high school just happened to 
be the piano playerin the 
band Cousin Cricket. 
( Western Swing Hall of 
Fame ) Paulôs teachergot 
him an audition with the 
band who needed a drum-
mer. Passing theaudition, 
Paul ( the kid ) hit the 
road and fifty years later 
heôs still in theband and 
going strong. 

Along with performing with Cousin Cricket, Paul also 
toured with multiplemajor label acts including the hit 
groups The Association, Steel Breeze andMaya. 

In-between live performances Paul built his reputation 
in the recordingstudio first as a session player and later 
as an engineer and producer. Hestarted his own record 
label ( Para-Sight Records ) in the late 80ôs with there-
lease of grammy nominated LP ñCry Thunderò by 
Steel Breeze and he isstill releasing records to this day. 

Currently Paul operates his recording studio ( PSR Re-
cording ) in GrassValley, CA . As a songwriter , com-
poser, arranger, multi-instrumentalist ,engineer and 
producer his days are filled honing his skills by work-
ing withartists from around the world 

Morrisô first musical inspiration 
was his mother, who played her 
guitar and sang the songs of the day 
in the late 1930s and early 1940s. 
She was giving guitar lessons to 
help make ends meet, and started 
giving him lessons. He soon out-
grew what she was able to teach. 

While in the Marine Corps, Morris started putting to-
gether small bands, and when out of the Marines and 
working at the Boeing Aircraft factory, he started try-
ing to make a living playing music. That's when he 
found out why they used to call the guitar "The Star-
vation Box." 

He played the honkytonks around Wichita and had a 
radio program on KBTO in El Dorado, Kansas. Next 
was a radio program in Newton, Mississippi. Then 
back to Wichita. Morris played a few Grand Ole Opry 
package shows as they came thru town, and made a 
trip to Nashville to sing on Ernest Tubbsô Midnight 
Jamboree. 

The next stop was Colorado Springs, Colorado. Jerry 
Homer got them a job at Bob Holiday's Red Barn. Lat-
er Jerry and his bride returned to Oklahoma, and Mor-
ris took over the band. Later he formed The Western 
Ramblers, had a radio program on KPIK, played clubs 
the area, and performed with the Grand Ole Opry 
package shows that came through town 

Morris started working in the advertising department 
at the old Colorado Springs Free Press newspaper, lat-
er moving to the Star-News newspaper in Pasadena, 
California. He then became a National Advertising 
Manager at the Las Vegas Review-Journal, later be-
coming business manager and playing very little mu-
sic during the newspaper days. 

In the late 1970s he met George Clayburn in Las Ve-
gas. His renewed interest in music leaned heavy to-
wards Western Swing. George had been with the Bob 
Wills Texas Playboys for a few years. They started to 
put together a group, with Luke Wills singing. Morris 
named the group The Texas Swing Connection. 

About this time Morris started a newsletter called The 
Western Swing Journal. He was making yearlytrips to 
Texas and Oklahoma to take pictures, do interviews 
and attend Western Swing events. The newsletter grew 
from four pages to forty-four and lasted about twenty 
years. The economy and his health both started to de-
cline at the same time, so he discontinued the newslet 

Continued adjoining column  

Jesse Austin Morris continued 

ter in hopes of bringing it back to life later. So far that 
has not happened. The past issues of his Journal are a 
treasure trove of western swing history and lore. 
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PICTURES NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE 

TO DOWNLOAD AND PRINT 

Pictures are now available on our website:  
http://westernswingsociety.net/. OR on  
 
Tips: 
¶ From PDF newsletter, click on link below these 
instructions to enter that photo album. 
¶ Use the three dots at top right to 
download entire album or a se-
lected photo 
¶ To see all albums, click top left on                                 

¶ Once back at the home page, click on Albums 
in the left column 
¶ To find all photos of a particular person, click  
then click  at the bot-
tom of the dropdown list. Scroll and 
click on a person. You will see all 
photos of that person. Then you can 
download and print what you like.                            

PHOTO LINKS 
Monthly Dance Photos April Dance 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/uRFRCsuL6NN7YXMx6 

http://westernswingsociety.net/
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COMING UP IN APRIL @ WESTERN SWING SOCIETY (All Bands on Page 9) 



 

 

RAFFLE WINNERS  (Photoôs By Alicia Fox) 
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BOARD MEETING MINUTES February 10 ,2026 

Meeting called to Order by President Ronnie Elkan at 6pm via Zoom 
Members Present: President Ronnie Elkan, Treasurer Linda Bentley, Secretary Sandy Robinson, 
Linda McCarley, Ralph Chase, Chuck Webb, Alicia Fox-West, Arron Smith Guest: Nick 
Dennis 
PRESIDENT;S REPORT: President Ronnie Elkan expressed his gratitude and continued 
amazement at how well our Dances are being attended. Our Jam Room Band performed at our 
February Dance and was very well-received by the crowd. Our Jam Room continued to run, as 
usual, and was packed with performers and new talent. President Ronnie Elkan thanked Alicia 
Fox-West for her continued on-line promotions. He stated that he believes our continued 
increase in attendance is a result of her great efforts. Ronnie Elkan also said the Dance Lessons 
during our break between bands adds to everyone&#39;s enjoyment and fills a much-needed gap, as 
the bands are breaking down and setting up. The Western Swing was so honored to have Bud 
Duncan (nearing 98 years old) attend our dance and play his fiddle with our house band. 
TREASURERS REPORT: Treasurer Linda Bentley reported that we ñset a recordò for 
attendance at our February Dance-- 192 in attendance!!! Linda Bentley reported our 2025 Tax 
Returns are being prepared. 
OLD BUSINESS: Ralph Chase said he would be setting a date to clean out our off-site rental 
storage ï possibly on a Saturday before a monthly dance. We can use volunteer help and need to 
borrow a pick-up truck. 
NEW BUSINESS: Chuck Webb said our 2 nd Quarter Liquor License is at the Sheriff&#39;s Office 
for approval. 
PUBLICITY DIRECTOR: Alicia Fox-West is in the process of editing our February Dance 
Photos and making the flier for our on-line March Dance promotion. Alicia is also working on 
on-line promotions for our Hall of Fame 2-day event in October. 
ADJOURNMENT Approved 8-0. 
Sandy Robinson, Secretary 

GOTTA PLAY TO 
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AT THE DANCE!!!  (Photoôs By Alicia Fox) See all The Photos Page 4 
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AT THE DANCE!!!  (Photoôs By Alicia Fox) See all The Photos Page 4 


