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OPEN POSITION on the BOARD
Please help us fill this position!

RIP EDD BURR (EDWARD BURHANS)
Page 4

Membership Dues to Resume! The WSS board had a
meeting and felt that we
need to start are membership drive up. A lot of folks
have already paid their dues
and will be receiving their
cards soon, Thank You!

WESTERN SWING SOCIETY MUSIC NEWS
The Western Swing Society
PO Box 2474
Carmichael, CA 95609
westernswingsociety.net
Facebook: SacramentoWesternSwingSociety

PRESIDENT’S NOTES

Founded in 1981 by Loyd and Perry Jones
to enable performance, preservation and
perpetuation of the unique American art
form known as Western Swing Music.

Thanks Dave for setting up the meeting
and to all of you that
attended, I will do my best with the
meeting notes.

Officers:
President, Rex Barnes (916) 704-1566
Vice Pres, Jimmy Boehnke (530) 886-8375
Treasurer, Cheryl Dearborn
Secretary, (open)
Other Directors:
Tony Arana (775) 971-3070
Ronnie Elkan (916) 765-4345
Linda McCarley (916) 870-7463
Dave Rietz (916) 806-0520
Jeff Tilton (916) 798-9377
Staff and Committee Chairpersons:
Admissions Coordinator, Linda McCarley
Bar Manager, Jimmy Boehnke
Bartender, Cyndi Lee
Decorating Chair, Rex Barnes
Equipment and Staging, Gary Blodgett
Historian, (open)
Jam Room, Tony Arana
Master of Ceremonies, Jimmy Boehnke
Membership Director, (open)
Music Director, Ronnie Elkan
Newsletter Editor, Ronnie Elkan
Photographer, Donald deMars
Public Relations Administrator, Jeff Tilton
Raffle, Bob and Virginia Kuykendall
Slide Show, (open)
Sound Engineer, Gary Blodgett
Website, Dave Rietz

Western Swing Society Music News
is published monthly by the
Western Swing Society
Views and opinions expressed by contributing authors are not necessarily those of the
editorial staff or the Society.
Submitted articles, publicity notices and
letters not relating directly to the Society or
its members may be published at the discretion of the Editor, as space permits. The staff
reserves the right to edit any and all items
submitted for publication.
Deadline for Submittals:
All items, photographs, articles, and
ad’s are due to the Editor no later than
the 10th of the month.

Here are the notes
from our online
meeting this month:
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EDITOR’S LETTER
Hey Folks, still here and still really
missing seeing all my friends at
our monthly dances.

Behind the scene we are still trying
to get it together one way or the
other to keep everything going.
This month we on the board discovered the technology called
“Zoom”. It allows you to have a
We voted two things in, First to doface to face conversation with evenate $300 to the Youth Scholarship
ryone on the board at the same
fund in Edward Burhans name, I will
time. You can read about our meetmake out a card and send it to his
ing in the President’s notes on this
wife Mable. 2nd, we voted to continpage.
ue the Western Swing Membership
The main thing is making sure we
program as of September, Ronnie
are ready to have a dance as soon
will post this in the next newsletter
to all of the present members. Linda as the authorities say it is legal and
safe. We have to be ready to resaid that she would mail the new
membership cards. I talked to Mable build our club so it will be necesthis morning she was not aware how sary to start collecting dues. If
there is a problem please feel free
Edd had these printed, I will talk to
to reach out to us. Checks can be
some printing companies and see
what I can come up with. I will wel- sent to:
come any suggestions.
The Western Swing Society
PO Box 2474
Cheryl Dearborn has agreed to assist
with the Treasure position at least
Carmichael, CA 95609
until we can get somebody permaI’d also like
nent and help set up a new booking
to tell the
system maybe like Quick Books.
family of
Ronnie and Dave are going to come Eddie Burr
how sorry
up with a tribute concert in Edd’s
we are
name, more to come on that.
about his passing. He was a joy to
We are going thru a rough time with
work with on the board and on
this Covid thing, trying to fill the
stage. He will be missed. You can
gaps and Edd’s shoes is going to be a
read more about him on page 4.
challenge to fill but we have a good
strong team and I think we will come Thanks to all our members for
out of all this stronger and better for weathering the storm with us, we
hope to see you soon.
all of it.
STAY SAFE AND HEALTHY!
If you have any questions or comSee ya soon!
ments please get back to me.
Your Editor, Ronnie Elkan
Best regards,
Rex
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DON BERKSHIRE
Inducted October 5, 1986
Born April 26, 1936
Died January 21, 2006

Growing up in Wallace, Idaho, Don was the product
of an environment and family that encouraged him
to pursue life on his own terms. His adventure began at an early age, delivering groceries, working as
a hard rock miner in a silver mine, and gandy dancing on the railroad trestles with a Northern Pacific
bridge crew. Don would be the first to day the opportunities of those early years strongly influenced
the honest feelings and emotions he brings to his
music.

He started singing at the age of 12 and soon bought
his first guitar and taught himself how to play.
Moving to Richland, Washington, Don worked
grange dances until he found himself in the Army at
Fort Sill, Oklahoma. He worked with a local band
where Red Foley took an interest and offered him
work on the Ozark Jubilee when his hitch was over.

The Army sent Don to Germany and he worked extensively on the USO circuit, appearing in as many
as four countries in one day as a back-up musician
for touring entertainers like Hank Snow. When Don
was discharged, he returned home to Silverdale,
Washington.
Several nights each week, he would play music in
the local Bremerton clubs. From there, he returned
to Wallace and decided on a full-time music career.
A chance to appear at Emil’s Inn lured Don to
Sweetgrass Montana, where once a week he would
take the band to CJLH-TV in Lethbridge, Alberta
and rush 70 miles back to play at Emil’s the same
night. Before he left, he was the music coordinator
for seven of Ronnie Dion’s clubs in Montana.
Returning to Seattle, he again worked local clubs
before deciding to try his hand at movies in California as a stuntman. He brawled in saloons, got shot
off his galloping horse, played music and made lots
of friends in the process.
Don also displayed his talents at The Dunes in Las
Vegas before returning to Seattlre to work at various
clubs in the area. At this point, a phone call from
the
Continued on page 5
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ELANA JAMES
Inducted October 6, 2019

Elana James grew up in Prairie Village, Kansas and began
playing Suzuki violin at age
four. Her mother is a professional violinist who used to
play in the Kansas City Symphony. In junior high and
high school James took every
opportunity to play her violin, from busking on the
streets of Westport in Kansas City on weekends to
playing in every orchestra, quartet and chamber
group she could find. She also grew up riding horses
and had her own horse, April, from fourth grade onward, with whom she shared wild adventures and
mayhem throughout the Kansas countryside for
many years. This combination of early influences
would eventually shape her career in unexpected
and serendipitous ways. As it happened, it took
James almost twenty years to decide between the
violin and the fiddle, but in
her mid-twenties, after much
soul searching, James found
her calling in American roots
music (and occasional horse
wrangling) and has never
looked back.

James is a founding member,
along with Whit Smith, of the hot jazz and Western
swing trio Hot Club of Cowtown. The Hot Club of
Cowtown was formed after Whit and Elana met
through an ad Elana placed in the music section of
the Village Voice in 1994 while she was working as
an editorial intern at Harper’s Magazine. Playing
with Whit at night and on weekends, by the fall of
that year James had became the managing editor of
Tricycle: The Buddhist Review and had every intention of living a normal life before music eventually
edged out everything else. By 1997 Elana and Whit
had moved to San Diego where they spent a year
playing putting together a repetoire and playing for
tips in Balboa Park, the Ocean Beach Farmers Market, and at local coffee houses and cafes. They
moved to Austin in 1998, joined up with bassist
Jake Erwin in 2000, and all three have been touring
and recording as the Hot Club of Cowtown ever
since.
Continued on page 5
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RIP EDD BURR (EDWARD BURHANS)
Western Swing Society mourns the
loss of Edd. He passed on August
21, 2020. He was tireless when it
came to WSS. He served on the
board, took on the roll of treasurer and was there to help in any
capacity. He made and supplied
all the shirts, hats, jackets and more (page six) for
WSS. He was always there to print cards or newsletters.
He was so generous and entertained us with his
band, Eddie Burr and the Western Swingsters
throughout the years. What a huge loss for his loved
ones and the society.
Ronnie Elkan
Inducted to the Hall of Fame October 2, 2011:
I was born in Beacon, New York on Washington’s
birthday in 1942, which was unfortunate because I
won’t get to have a holiday of my own.
From the time I was 6 until 13 I lived in the south:
New Orleans, Ft Worth, Pass Christian, Gulfport
and Mobile. In 1955 I moved to New York City.
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made me a clerk.
When my army duty was over in 1964 I decided to
return to California. A series of jobs led me to Sacramento, where I started my own data processing
company. I eventually left that field, but I had started a love affair with the Sacramento Traditional
Jazz Society so I did not want to leave Sacramento.
A chance advertisement for some screen printing
equipment got me into the garment decorating business, where I’ve been for the last 30 years.
I taught myself to play trumpet
and took singing lessons from a
professional voice teacher. I
have written several songs, two
of which I play at most of my
gigs. I met Gary Howe at the
Jazz Society meetings and he
introduced me to The Western Swing Society.

My first full time job was with Vanguard Records,
where I met some very wonderful people including
Carol Channing, Charlton Heston and The Weavers.

I have been addicted ever since, forming my own
group. We play variety of traditional western swing
music along with jazz, latin style, country and Tin
Pan Alley music. We play twice a year at the Western Swing meetings at senior citizen homes, and
other places where listening and dancing are in
style. In addition to my band playing I am an author
and have published a novel mentioning our society.

In 1961, after a short visit to San Diego, I joined the
army. I decided to become a paratrooper so that they
would not make me a clerk. After much rigorous
training and several jumps from perfectly good airplanes I got to the 82d Airborne Division where they

I was inducted into the Western Swing Society Hall
Of Fame in 2011. Because of my great love of this
music and the wonderful people I have met here I
have served as a board member, president and am
currently treasurer.

Continued next column

APPLYING FOR MEMBERSHIP AND NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION
Submit the following information in a note with your check to:
The Western Swing Society, P.O. Box 2474, Carmichael, CA 95609:
Name(s), mailing address, email address, and telephone number.
Fees (make check payable to Western Swing Society)
Individual Membership, $15 per year.
Couples Membership, $20 per year. (one address only).
Dues renew every July.
If you join during any other month, your membership fee will be prorated to align with the July renewal.
You will receive a color version of our newsletter via email. Paid membership also includes reduced admission fee at
Society music functions, and the right to vote in Society elections and on proposed By-Law changes.

Sunday, September 6, 2020
September dance Canceled
FOR YOUR ENTERTAINMENT AND DANCING PLEASURE
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Don Berkshire continued from page 3

Sons of the Pioneers took Don to Colorado Springs
to work with Pat Brady’s group, sell a little furniture
on the side, buy a ranch, break his leg in a rodeo,
and work as a heavy equipment operator.
Returning to Seattle, he joined Dick Heil, Burt Dudder, Ron Hutchinson, and Tony Arana at the Auburn
Eagles and soon was the bandleader of the original
group of “The Bootleggers”, playing many private
and public clubs in the Seattle area as well as an appearance with the Sons of the Pioneers at the Omak
Stampede. As with many bands, the group slowed
down to an occasional appearance here and there
until the day the Seattle Western Swing Society was
born at a jam session. Don then re-grouped the band
and built it up to there it is now, a powerhouse Western Swing show. Don was the first to put Western
Swing in local Eagles and Elks Clubs on a steady
basis. The list of entertainers he’s appeared with
includes Webb Pierce, Faron Young, T. Texas Tyler,
and others. He has also performed as a disc-jockey.
When asked what entertainers have influenced his
style, he lists Eddy Arnold, Jim Reeves, Marty Robbins, Frank, Sinatra, Ernest Tub, and any band that
was really enjoying themselves. He also credits the
variety of music on the local radio station in his early years. His most embarrassing moment was the
night he introduced Pat Brady as Pat Buttram to a
full opening night crowd.

Memorable high points of his career include appearing with Rex Allen, Sr. and the Sons of the Pioneers
at Colorado Springs and wondering aloud how to
follow his act. In the mid 70’s, while in Colorado,
Don also worked with Hugh Farr. Another high
point was playing at a huge, packed auditorium in
San Diego, doing a solo warmup, and having Shorty
Rogers’ 20 piece show band join in behind him for a
rousing jam session that brought the house to its
feet.
Don is a complex person to those who don’t know
him and, sometimes, to those that do. He is an intense and dedicated entertainer who sincerely loves
his family and friends. His sense of humor is wide
range and sometimes misunderstood but he would
never knowingly hurt anyone’s feelings. Don works
hard and plays hard. He has known poverty and
good times, too. He writes a good song, both lyrics
and melody.
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Elana James continued from page 3

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS
In 2015 James was named Western Swing Female of
the Year at the Ameripolitan Music Awards, held in
Austin, Texas, and the Hot Club of Cowtown was
awarded Western Swing Group of the Year. Both
were nominated in 2014 as well, the first year the
Ameripolitan Music awards
came into being.
Though the Hot Club of Cowtown mostly tours throughout
North America, Elana and the
band enjoy occasional side
trips to far-flung corners of
the earth. In 2006, performing
with the Hot Club of Cowtown, James had the honor of Elana and Johnny Gimble
representing the US State Department as a Musical
Ambassador throughout Armenia, Azerbaijan, and
the Republic of Georgia, playing everything from
Texas hoedowns to American Songbook standards.
In July 2011, the US State Department again invited
Elana and the Hot Club of Cowtown to perform in
the Sultanate of Oman at the Khareef Festival in the
town of Salalah, and in Oman’s capital city, Muscat.
Back in the western world, Elana has been a featured
guest–both by herself and with the Hot Club of
Cowtown–on A Prairie Home Companion and has
toured and performed as a solo artist in the UK and
Australia. With the Hot Club of Cowtown she has
performed at the Grand Ol’ Opry, the Women in
Jazz series at Jazz at Lincoln Center, DelFest, Pickin’ in the Pines, the Glastonbury Festival in England,
the Fuji Rock Festival in Japan, Australia’s Byron
Bay Blues and Roots Festival, the Rochester Jazz
Festival, Hardly Strictly Bluegrass Festival, the Bristol Rhythm & Roots Reunion, the Kennedy Center,
the Cambridge Folk Festival, Stagecoach Festival,
and at concert halls and venues from Mallorca to
Molokai.

During a brief Hot Club of Cowtown hiatus in 2005,
James became the first dedicated female instrumentalist in Bob Dylan’s touring band in more than thirty years, then toured with him in 2006 as the opening act for his United States summer tour. She released her first solo album (Elana James) in 2007
and a second solo album (Black Beauty) in 2015. In
addition to tours and recording with Bob Dylan,
Continued page 7
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BRAND NEW AT THE WESTERN SWING SOCIETY by Edd Burhans

Jacket Front with Fitted Ball Cap

Jacket Back

Brand New: Womens and Girls V
Merchandise is available at our -top Tee. The red in the logo is
monthly dances and at our anglitter.
nual Hall of Fame.
It will sell for $18 Small thru ExJackets and Polo shirts can be tra Large. $20 for a XXL
customized with name for additional cost.
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Mike Gross Top 10
“Swingin’ West”- Mike Gross
KSEY-FM, Seymour, TX
September 1, 2020

Songs
1 Wand’rin’ Star- Kristyn Harris (Horsefly)
2 Little Bit of Texas- Carlos Washington’s
Steel Horse Swing
3 Wild Texas Rose- Jimmy Burson
4 Route 66- Mike Faast
5 There’s Not a Cow in Texas – Rod Moag
(Tex Trax)
6 Don’t You Dare- Curio Cowboys (Ruido)
7 Texas Bound- Bret Raper
8 One Way Ticket Back Home- Don Burnham
(Redoubtable)
9 In the Middle of the Song- Western
Swing Authority & Carolyn Martin
10 Rainbow Song- Jimmy Burson

Albums

1 A Place to Land- Kristyn Harris
2 Little Bit of Texas- Carlos Washington’s
Steel Horse Swing
3 Lone Star Dust- Jimmy Burson
4 Room in Your Heart- Curio Cowboys (Ruido)
5 Sactown Playboys- Sactown Playboys
6 Timeless Treasures for a Living Legend –
Tommy Thomsen
7 Texas Bound- Bret Raper
8 California Skies Don Burnahm
(Redoubtable)
9 Swing Set- Lee Lee Robert (Musikode)
10 Ridin’ Ropin’ & Rounders- Rusted Spurs
West
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Don Berkshire continued from page 5

The dedication of Don and the Bootlegger organization to the preservation of Western Swing Music is
evident in their continuing support of the Seattle,
Sacramento, and Vancouver Western Swing Society
organizations. Don has served as President of the
Seattle Western Swing Society twice.
Elana James continued from page 5

Cowtown. In 2004 she was
inducted, with her Hot Club
band mates, into the Texas
Western Swing Hall of Fame.
James holds a B.A., cum
laude, in Comparative Religion from Barnard College,
Columbia University, in New
York and also studied violin Elana and Ranger Doug
and viola at the Manhattan
School of Music as a student of Lucie Robert and
Karen Ritscher. She is also a veteran horse wrangler
and world traveler. After college James studied
Dhrupad, an early form of North Indian Classical
music, with Pandit Vidhur Malik in Brindavan, India
and returned to New York City in the mid-1990s and
studied swing improvisation with Marty Laster. Editorial jobs in New York City in the 1990s were
punctuated by several summers in Colorado where
James worked as a horse packer and wrangler and
played fiddle in a cowboy
band. More recently she has
worked as a horse wrangler
and packer in Montana’s Bob
Marshall Wilderness and in
Yellowstone National Park.
James is an alumnus of the
Meadowmount School of Music, the New York Youth
Hot Club’s Latest Album
Symphony, the Columbia
University Chamber Music Program, the New York
String Orchestra Seminar with Alexander Schneider,
and the American Conservatory in Fontainebleau,
France.
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MIKE GROSS REVIEW
Album: Tumbleweeds
Artist: Big Cedar Fever
This album by this new Texas
western swing oriented trio is
a very interesting and enjoyable CD. Georgia
Parker is heard on guitar and vocals, Ian Lee,
on fiddle, guitar and vocals and Nick Lochman on upright bass and vocals. J.D. Pendley
joins them with guitar on the western classic
Carry Me Back to the Lone Prairie and the
ballad Moon Song.
The album opens up
with the very enjoyable
big band standard,
Honeysuckle Rose and
then goes on to Easy
Come Easy Go. Other
enjoyable tunes are Boy

in Texas, Looking Over
My Shoulder and the wonderful cut Dancin’
All Alone. They also bring back so many other pleasant musical memories like the swinging Red Hot Gal O’ Mine, Across the Alley
the Alamo from the Mills Brothers and from
Johnnie Lee Wills, Sweet Jennie Lee. There
is the swinging Gazing through the Redbuds
and the remaining two cuts, the western
Tumbleweeds and the pretty country oriented, A Simple Thing.
This album is available as a CD for $20.00
from Georgia Parker, 107 River Ranch Road,
Boerne, TX 78006.
Mike Gross, August 30, 2020
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2020 WSS Hall of Fame Cancelled
Due to an abundance of caution in these uncertain
times of Covid, the Board has made the decision to
cancel our three-day Hall of Fame event in October.
It just would not be fair to the inductees not to honor
them properly at our ceremony. Many of our inductees and guest bands travel long distances to join us,
and making plans in advance becomes problematic
with the uncertainty of the pandemic.
Our three-day celebration allows the out-of-town
musicians to forge new friendships and play music
with their fellow inductees and WSS member musicians. We want our new inductees to have those opportunities.
All prospective nominee submissions from 2020
will be rolled to 2021.
If our state has opened back up sufficiently for the
Board to secure the location and proper permits, we
will hold a normal 1 to 5 pm dance in October. Stay
tuned as we get closer to the Fall.
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
If you have an interest in volunteering, please contact President, Rex Barnes (916-704-1566)
Needs/Skills:
 Word processing
 Photo editing
 Set up and tear down assistance

WE HAVE A BOARD POSITION OPEN!
We will be looking for a new secretary if you
have the time and the experience.
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OTHER WESTERN SWING MUSIC
ORGANIZATIONS/MUSIC HAPPENINGS
Buck Ford & Pure Country Band: Check Website for schedule, https://buckford.com/events/
CA Old Time Fiddlers Association, Meets 2nd
Sunday. Orangevale Grange on Walnut Avenue in
Orangevale, CA. www.cbaontheweb.org/
region_details.asp? Region 2
Carolyn Sills Combo: https://
www.carolynsills.com/
Cowtown Society of Western Music, Contact:
Joe Baker, Membership Director, 940-452-6300,
4361 F.M. 1195, Mineral Springs, TX 76067
Grace Clark & Swingitude: http://
www.GraceAClarkMusic.com
Greater Arizona Country/Western Swing Association and Hall of Fame, Inc. PO Box 953, Dewey, AZ 86326. Contact Jim Gamble at 928-4580714.
Hot Club of Cowtown: https://
hotclubofcowtown.com/
Lincoln Highway Band https://
www.facebook.com/lincolnhighwaybandca/
Northwest Western Swing Music Society,
Contact: Jeannie Yearian, President, 425-432-7888,
or cell 206-271-2295, Lynnwood Eagles, 19223
Hwy. 99, Lynnwood, WA. Meets 2nd Sunday
www.nwwsms.com
Sactown Playboys @ https://www.facebook.com/
sactownpbs/

MEMBERSHIP
Any Changes? Keep us up to date on any changes in your membership information, especially email
addresses. We can’t get your newsletter to you unless we have your current information.
You can mail changes in your information to the
Society at P.O. Box 2474, Carmichael, CA 95609;
or email it to
membership@westernswingsociety.net
Thanks! Keep on Western Swingin’

MONTHLY MUSIC SESSIONS
The Western Swing Society holds a music and dance
session on the first Sunday of each month, featuring
guest bands and artists and jam sets.
1:00 pm to 5:00 pm at The Machinists Hall
2749 Sunrise Blvd., Rancho Cordova, CA*
Donation: $5 for Members; $8 for Non-Members
For information, browse to
www.westernswingsociety.net
*The address is Sunrise, but the driveway is on Citrus.

Slade Rivers Band: https://slader iver sband.com/
events/
Western Swing Music Society of the Southwest,
PO Box 644, Shattuck, OK 73858. Meets quarterly.
Go to website at: www.wsmss.com.

Board Meeting Invitation
You can attend the Society’s monthly Board meetings;
first Sunday of each month starting at 10:30 a.m. in the
Machinists Hall in Rancho Cordova.

Driving Instructions to MACHINISTS HALL: From Hwy 50, take the Sunrise Blvd. South exit and cross two lights (Folsom Blvd. and Trade Center
Drive). After crossing Trade Center, be in the left lane and take the next left
turn which is Citrus Road. You will see an Enterprise Car Rental lot in front
of you. Turn right into the driveway just past Enterprise. You’ll see our sign,
and you are there. Park, come in and join the fun.

