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W H A Tô S  I N S I D E 

GUEST BAND September 1, 2019 

House Band to follow 

3:00-5:00 pm 

Janice Allen/Jimmy 

Baughman and 

Friends 

1:00-3:00 pm 

2019 HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

Toby Hanson 

Bob Schulz 

Phil Speer 

Gerard Egan 

Devon Dawson 

 

THIS MONTHôS FEATURED 

HALL OF FAME MEMBERS 

 
(Go to Page 3) 

Bud Hobbs Beau Melgreen 

Duane Brown Ryan Goodpastor 

Dan Cribb 

Greg Gibbs 

Duncan Elledge 

Elana James 

Katie Glassman 

Carolyn Sills 



 

 

Letter from The Editor 
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Western Swing Society Music News 

is published monthly by the 

Western Swing Society 

Views and opinions expressed by contrib-

uting authors are not necessarily those of the 

editorial staff or the Society. 

Submitted articles, publicity notices and 

letters not relating directly to the Society or 

its members may be published at the discre-

tion of the Editor, as space permits. The staff 

reserves the right to edit any and all items 

submitted for publication. 

 

Deadline for Submittals: 

All items, photographs, articles, and 

adôs are due to the Editor no later than 

the 10th of the month.  

I write this monthôs newsletter with 

a heavy heart. We lost Red Gillean 

Friday, August 16, 2019. This is a 

huge loss to so many folks. His hu-

mor and professionalism will be 

missed. Please check out page 8 for 

his biography. 

We did have a 

great dance in 

August. New to 

the WSS stage 

was The Slade 

Rivers Band. 

High powered 

Country and 

Western Swing music kept our danc-

ers going. I was thrilled to see the 

way our folks showed their appreci-

ation to this band for their music and 

their generous donation of time. 

Slade Rivers fronts the band with 

lead vocals and rhythm guitar. Bill 

Griffin plays the electric mandolin 

and sings. Bill makes that ñLittle 

Instrumentò sound like a Fender Tel-

ecaster. Bill Bergren was on pedal 

steel guitar. Good to see him back at 

WSS. Playing bass guitar was Steve 

Doss and Michael Bowers was on 

drums. What a tight rhythm section. 

Hope to have this band back in 

2020. 

The House Band was up next. We 

had some familiar people back. On  

  Continued on page 7 

As always the 

jam room was 

packed and 

swinginô!  

I have to give 

Tony big time 

thanks for mak-

ing the jam 

room a big success. He also plays 

drums and sets up the room with 

Chuck. Thank you boys! 

John Gwinner played steel guitar. 

Dave Rietz, fiddle, mandolin, vo-

cals. Tom Gunterman played fid-

dle and sang.  

Bill Enyeart, Bobby Giasson, Ter-

ry Crouson, and Jimmy Spero han-

dled the lead guitar & vocals. 

Chuck Webb, Billy Smith on bass.  

Joe Champion was there to play 

keyboard and sing. 

Tony Arana and Bill Cornett 

shared the drums and Bill also 

sang. Nancy Long, Victorian King

-Bowman, and Mark Gallegos 

were there to sing. 

A blast from the past came in to 

sing. What a treat it was to hear 

Faith OôHare sing. 

We had a great crowd! 

Weôd like to have you write to us 

about your experience if you play 

in the jam room or go in to listen. 

Weôll share your comments here 

in this column. Just send your 

thoughts to this email: 

ronnie.elkan@gmail.com or send 

us a letter via snail mail. In the 

meantime weôll list the players 

who joined us last month. 

Thanks gang. It was great!!!!!! 

Tony Arana, Jam Room Host 

JAM ROOM JAMMERS The Western Swing Society 

PO Box 2474 

Carmichael, CA 95609 

westernswingsociety.net 

Facebook: SacramentoWesternSwingSociety 

 

Founded in 1981 by Loyd and Perry Jones  

to enable performance, preservation and 

perpetuation of the unique American art 

form known as Western Swing Music. 

Officers: 

President, Rex Barnes (916) 704-1566 

Vice Pres, Jimmy Boehnke (530) 886-8375 

Treasurer, Edward Burhans (916) 225-3645 

Secretary, Linda McCarley (916) 870-7463 

 

Other Directors: 

Tony Arana (775) 971-3070 

Ronnie Elkan (916) 765-4345 

John James (916) 202-9251  

Dave Rietz (916) 806-0520 

Jeff Tilton (916) 798-9377 

Staff and Committee Chairpersons: 

Admissions Coordinator, John James 

Bar Manager, Jimmy Boehnke 

Bartender, Cyndi Lee 

Decorating Chair, Rex Barnes 

Equipment and Staging, Gary Blodgett 

Historian, (open)  

Jam Room, Tony Arana  

Master of Ceremonies, Jimmy Boehnke 

Membership Director, (open) 

Music Director, Ronnie Elkan 

Newsletter Team: Editor, Ronnie and 

 Shelley Elkan, 

Photographer, Donald deMars 

Public Relations Administrator, Jeff Tilton 

Raffle, Bob and Virginia Kuykendall 

Slide Show, (open) 

Sound Engineer, Gary Blodgett 

Website, Dave Rietz  

Youth Program, Edward Burhans  

mailto:ronnie.elkan@gmail.com
https://hangouts.google.com/?action=chat&pn=%2B15308868375&hl=en&authuser=0
tel:%28916%29%20922-2299
tel:%28916%29%20806-0520
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Henry Rolland ñBudò Hobbs was the second son born 

to Henry Leonard Hobbs and Ella Pearl Scott.  Budd 

was a Western Singer in late 40ôs to mid 1950ôs with a 

voice to remember.  Bud Hobs and his Trail Herders 

recorded 30 songs with MGM records, with 5 national 

hits in the Top Ten in Billboard Magazine:  ñLazy Ma-

zyò, ñCandy Kissesò,ò Tennessee Borderò, ñI Heard 

About Youò, ñYour Mine tonightò. 

Bud recorded ñLousiana Swingò in 1954, on lead gui-

tar was Buck Owens, piano-Bill Woods, and the dual 

fiddles of Oscar Whittington and Jelly Sanders.  This 

song may have been the first to be recorded in the leg-

endary style known as the ñBakersfield Soundò. 

Bud Hobbs has appeared in theaters, auditoriums, ro-

deos, horse shows, fairs, barn dances throughout Cali-

fornia, Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, Oklahoma, Ore-

gon, and Washington with his own shows and has ap-

peared with such leading artists throughout the county 

as Bob Wills, The Grand Ole Opry Gang, Roy Acuff, 

Johnnie Lee Wills, Leon McCullif, Tex Williams, 

Cliff Stone, Ferlin Huskey, Tommy Collins, Lefty 

Frizzel, T Texas Tylor, Ernest Tubb, Dude Martin, 

Horace Heidt, Jimmy Wakely, Max Baer, and many 

others. 

He has had his own radio shows, disc jockey and live, 

on many radio stations during his 17 years in radio.  

Starting at the age of 17 on KVEC, San Luis Obispo, 

California, and on through the years on such stations 

as KGO, ABC Network, San Francisco, KYA, San 

Francisco, KSFO, San Francisco; KXOA Sacramento, 

KCRA Sacramento, KGMS Sacramento, KXOB 

Stockton, KSTN Stockton; nine hours weekly on Van-

couverôs most popular Western Station, KVAN, and 

many more throughout the south west.  Bud Hobbs has 

guested on many Coast to Coast programs besides be-

ing on ABC network.  One year he was leading vocal-

ist for Dude Martin, appearing with him for five years. 

Budd Hobbs has had his own television shows:  on 

KPIX, San Francisco, California,, called the Bud 

Hobbs Western Roundup; also on KOBTV Albuquer-

que, New Mexico, Medford, Oregon, and guest starred 

on many different shows throughout Los Angeles, Ok-

lahoma City, Tulsa, Bakersfield and many other plac-

es.  

 

BEAU MELGREEN 
Born May 21, 1947 

Inducted October 7, 2018 

Beau Melgreen, born in Oakland, CA, May 21, 1947, 

and raised in Lafayette, CA.  Beau started his music 

career doing a singles act playing the guitar and using 

a drum machine in the Bay Area in the 1970ôs. 

In 1974, for ABC TV, Beau entered an open casting-

call in Hollywood, ABCôs ñWide World of Entertain-

mentò hosted by John Davidson.  Of the 1000+ entries 

Beau placed in the top 20.  A new TV show named ñIn 

Search of a Singing Cowboyò got Beau a lot of con-

tacts, including a recording contract with ñAccent Rec-

ordsò. He released one single with them for radio. The 

song was ñWalk with Your Head Held Highò and the 

flip side was ñThe World is in Your Armsò, written 

and recorded by Beau. 

Living in the Bay Area, Beau formed a band named 

ñLiberty,ò and began playing all around Northern Cali-

fornia. The group first established themselves in the 

Sacramento area at clubs like The Showcase Lounge, 

The Tiddley Lounge, The Brass Horse, and the Lone-

some Armadillo. Beau was co-owner of Renshaws, 

(formally known as the Showcase Lounge), and also 

owned ñLiberty Palaceò in Orangevale. 

His band opened for stars such as Crystal Gayle, Fred-

dy Fender, Jerry Reed, Rickey Nelson, David Frizzell 

& Shelly West, just to name a few.  And Beau released 

several singles during his career, one of which he did 

with Joey Mitchell of KRAK Radio. It was called 

ñLuscious Lucyò ï which charted 96 on Cashbox 

Country Singles, for several weeks. He also released 

ñA Way to Reach Your Heartò and ñOn down the 

Roadò written by AJ Avery. 

At Renshaws, while Beau appeared there ï Lee Green-

woodôs wife, Melony, taught country swing lessons. 

She also taught at Lilleyôs at the Sahara while Beau 

appeared in the Cabaret. 

Beau and his band, ñLibertyò became regulars on the 

Joey Mitchellôs ñGong Showò and played the Saturday 

night live radio show, hosted by Joey Mitchell every 

other week. 

Beau is currently retired, and likes to travel.  But he 

still loves performing for family, and friends, but 

mostly enjoys the wonderful memories he made with 

so many friends and fans over the years.  Heôs not only 

a great entertainer, heôs a great guy. 

. 

HENRY ROLAND ñBUDò HOBBS 
October 16, 1919-July 18, 1958 

Inducted October 7, 1984 
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HOT CLUB OF COWTOWN COMING TO THE MACHINEST HALL 

Sponsored by Roger Lyle 
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This month was easy to track Olen because I was 

with him in Enumclaw WA. for the Hall of Fame 

celebration for Northwest Western Swing Music 

Society. Gary Blodgett, Phil Speer and Tom Phelps 

were all inducted at the celebration. It was great! 

OLEN DILLINGHAM ON THE ROAD 

Come Join The Fun At 

The Western Swing Societyôs 
37th Annual 

Oct. 4, 5 & 6, 2019 

Machinistsô Hall, Rancho Cordova, California 

$10 each day, or $25 for 3-day pass 

A Dozen Great Western Swing Bands 

Daily Jam Sessions 

For Listening and Dancing 

Hall of Fame Inductions on                 

Sunday, October 6th 

On-Site Beverages and Food Available 

Special Western Swing Room Rates at 

Nearby La Quinta (Pg 7) 

SPECIAL RATES AT LA QUINTA 
11131 Folsom Blvd, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 

For Reservations: Call 1 800 753 3757 

 
The La Quinta is a non-smoking, pet friendly facility 

with Free Breakfast, Free WiFi, Free Parking, an Out-

door Pool, and a Fitness Center. 

15 rooms being held for us at a price of 

$86/night + tax, for Oct. 3-6, 2019 

1 King or 2 Queens  

Book before Sept., 12, 2019 

Mention Western Swing Society 

Reference CF#5136B122662757  

HOT CLUB OF COWTOWN 

Hot Club of Cowtown is coming to           

Sacramento to kick off our  

Western Swing Hall of Fame weekend. 

 

October 3, 2019, 7 - 10 pm.  

 

For full details,  

Purchase Tickets on eventbrite 

Https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hot-club-of-cowtown-tickets-64622801539


 

 

50/50 RAFFLE WINNERS! 

APPLYING FOR MEMBERSHIP AND NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION 

Submit the following information in a note with your check to:  

The Western Swing Society, P.O. Box 2474, Carmichael, CA 95609: 

Name(s), mailing address, email address, and telephone number. 

Fees (make check payable to Western Swing Society) 

Individual Membership, $15 per year.  

Couples Membership, $20 per year. (one address only).  

Dues renew every July. 

If you join during any other month, your membership fee will be prorated to align with the July renewal.  

You will receive a color version of our newsletter via email. Paid membership also includes reduced admission fee at 

Society music functions, and the right to vote in Society elections and on proposed By-Law changes. 
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Sunday, September 1, 2019 

Janice Allen & Friends  
FOR YOUR ENTERTAINMENT AND DANCING PLEASURE 

MEMBERSHIP 

Any Changes? Keep us up to date on any chang-

es in your membership information, especially email 

addresses. We canôt get your newsletter to you un-

less we have your current information.  

You can mail changes in your information to the 

Society at P.O. Box 2474, Carmichael, CA; phone it 

to (916) 689-9546; or email it to member-

ship@westernswingsociety.net. Thanks! 

Keep on Western Swinginô 

UPCOMING BANDS  

September Janice Allen & Friends 

October Hall of Fame Oct. 4, 5 & 6 

November Jessica Rose Band 

December Eddie Burr & the Western Swingers 

Board Meeting Invitation 

You can attend the Societyôs monthly Board meetings; 

first Sunday of each month starting at 10:30 a.m. in the 

Machinists Hall in Rancho Cordova. 

FOOD AVAILABLE 

Thank you to the  American Legion Post 

#9 for providing us with delicious hot 

food at our monthly dances! 

tel:%28916%29689-9546
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Editorôs Letter continued from page 2 

lead guitars and vocals we had Jimmy Baughman 

and Lenny Serdahl. Ralph Chase played piano and 

sang. Roger Shaw played bass and sang some great 

songs. Bill Cornett played drums and sang. I did my 

best to play fiddle. 

We are always so fortunate to have such great sing-

ers come up. Thank you Janice Allen, Nancy Long 

and Mark Gallegos. 

This month we are looking forward to Janice Allen 

coming in to do a whole show from 1:00 to 3:00. 

I'm gonna take a moment here to thank all the danc-

ers and listeners. You guys are keeping this Society 

going. I can't say enough about what a great and 

generous bunch of folks you are. It inspires me eve-

ry time I see that dance floor full. 

Our board members meet every ñSunday Danceò at 

10:30 am. Guests are always welcome. We really 

have some very innovative folks back there that are 

coming up with fresh new ideas to keep this thing 

going and growing. You might have the idea we are 

looking for. Thanks! 

We had a ñBig Timeò in Enumclaw, WA. this year. 

Jeanne and Fred Yearian and their crew worked 

their tails off putting on a five-star event. I'll put 

some pictures in this issue but if you can please 

check out ñNWSMSò on Facebook for more. 

We had a great turn out from our society. Bite the 

Bullet was there with Rob Shotwell, Cecelia Shot-

well, Shelley Elkan, Ronnie Elkan, Jimmy Baugh-

man, Linda Baughman, Olen Dillingham, Mary Dil-

lingham, Larry Goodell and Mary Goodell. Also 

with the band were Inductees, Gary Blodgett, Phil 

Speer and Tom Phelps. Also attending and enter-

taining were Dave Rietz, Grace Clark, Chuck Webb 

and Tony Arana. Great turn out from WSS. 

Hope to see you all September 1st, 

Ronnie Elkan (Co-editor) 


