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Letter from The Editor 
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Western Swing Society Music News 

is published monthly by the 

Western Swing Society 

Views and opinions expressed by contrib-

uting authors are not necessarily those of the 

editorial staff or the Society. 

Submitted articles, publicity notices and 

letters not relating directly to the Society or 

its members may be published at the discre-

tion of the Editor, as space permits. The staff 

reserves the right to edit any and all items 

submitted for publication. 

 

Deadline for Submittals: 

All items, photographs, articles, and 

adôs are due to the Editor no later than 

the 10th of the month.  

Sad news this 

month, our close 

friend and great 

ñAmbassadorò to 

western swing has 

passed away. Our 

heart goes out to Ed and the family. 

Lou Bischoff will be missed by so 

many folks. Please go to page 7 for 

more on Lou. 

It was a great day, Sunday June 2, 

2019, at the Western Swing Society. 

I hope everyone had as much fun as 

I did. Eleanor Ford had the popcorn 

popping, the team American Legion 

Post #9 were serving food and Cyndi 

Lee was serving drinks with the help 

of Jimmy Boehnke. Just a few of the 

great volunteers that make our dance 

happen.  

Speaking of ñpoppingò, the music 

was popping and the dance floor was 

hopping. Bob Woods brought his 

Swampbilly group in to entertain. 

Bob is a versatile guitar player who 

covers all styles of music. He played 

originals and some Bob Wills co-

vers. Bob was inducted into the 

Western Swing Hall of Fame in 

2014. He has been hanging around 

and playing with a lot of the ñold-

timersò for a long time. 

Bob had Conrad Nelson (from 

Georgetown) with him singing and 

playing guitar. Playing acoustic gui- 

 Continued on page 7 

Yea! The pass 

over Donnor 

was open and 

Tony was feel-

ing ready to 

jam! 

As always the 

jam room was 

packed and swinginô! 

Participating were: Dave Rietz, 

fiddle, mandolin, vocals; John 

Gwinner on steel. Bill Enyeart, 

vocals; Bobby Giasson, Terry 

Crouson, Nick Dennis on lead gui-

tar & vocals; Chris Giasson, Len-

ny Serdahl on lead guitar; Bill 

Cornett on drums. 

Chuck Webb, Roger Shaw on 

bass; Grace Clark, rhythm guitar 

& vocals; Don Spiker on guitar 

and vocals. 

Mike Ellis, Elmer Cline, Nancy 

Long, Peggy Van den Broek, Ed-

die Burr, and Kathy Pence were 

there to sing. 

We had a great crowd! 

Weôd like to have you write to us 

about your experience if you play 

in the jam room or go in to listen. 

Weôll share your comments here 

in this column. Just send your 

thoughts to this email: 

ronnie.elkan@gmail.com or send 

us a letter via snail mail. In the 

meantime 

weôll list the 

players who 

joined us 

last month. 

Thanks 

gang. It was 

great!!!!!! 

Tony Arana, 

Jam Room 

JAM ROOM JAMMERS The Western Swing Society 

PO Box 2474 

Carmichael, CA 95609 

westernswingsociety.net 

Facebook: SacramentoWesternSwingSociety 

 

Founded in 1981 by Loyd and Perry Jones  

to enable performance, preservation and 

perpetuation of the unique American art 

form known as Western Swing Music. 

Officers: 

President, Rex Barnes (916) 704-1566 

Vice Pres, Jimmy Boehnke (530) 886-8375 

Treasurer, Edward Burhans (916) 225-3645 

Secretary, Linda McCarley (916) 870-7463 

 

Other Directors: 

Tony Arana (775) 971-3070 

Ronnie Elkan (916) 765-4345 

John James (916) 202-9251  

Dave Rietz (916) 806-0520 

Jeff Tilton (916) 798-9377 

Staff and Committee Chairpersons: 

Admissions Coordinator, John James 

Bar Manager, Jimmy Boehnke 

Bartender, Cyndi Lee 

Decorating Chair, Rex Barnes 

Equipment and Staging, Gary Blodgett 

Historian, (open)  

Jam Room, Tony Arana  

Master of Ceremonies, Jimmy Boehnke 

Membership Director, (open) 

Music Director, Ronnie Elkan 

Newsletter Team: Editor, Ronnie and 

 Shelley Elkan, 

Photographer, Donald deMars 

Public Relations Administrator, Jeff Tilton 

Raffle, Bob and Virginia Kuykendall 

Slide Show, (open) 

Sound Engineer, Gary Blodgett 

Website, Dave Rietz  

Youth Program, Edward Burhans  

mailto:ronnie.elkan@gmail.com
https://hangouts.google.com/?action=chat&pn=%2B15308868375&hl=en&authuser=0
tel:%28916%29%20922-2299
tel:%28916%29%20806-0520
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Jack Loyd was born in Clement, Oklahoma, the last 

of seven children born to Eugene and Florence 

Loyd.  He was raised in a home with lots of music 

and singing.  Jackôs mother played piano and organ 

in church.  His father was a square dance caller and 

dances were held in their home. 

Jackôs older brothers, Tbl on guitar and Lee on bass 

fiddle, played in bands around Hughson, California, 

in the late 1930s.  When Jack was 16 years old, in 

1944, his older brother Lee taught him how to play 

the bass fiddle. 

The following year, he helped to form the first 

Western Swing band in northern California called 

the Sagebrush Serenaders.  Jack was vocalist and 

played bass.  They played live radio six days a week 

on KTRB Modesto, California, and played for danc-

es throughout the valley and bay area for the next 4 

years. 

In 1949, Bob Wills requested Jack to come to Sacra-

mento, and try out with the Texas Playboys.  After 

about an hour of Jack being able to sing every song 

that Bob Wills asked him to sing, Jack was hired on 

the spot. 

He was Bobôs vocalist and bass fiddle player for the 

next 7 years.  During this time, Jack recorded 

around 30 records and live show recordings with the 

Playboys.  Jack wrote the song ñI married the rose 

of San Antoneò and recorded it with Wills and the 

band. 

After leaving the Wills band in 1956, Jack worked 

in the auto industry in Sacramento and would work 

as a guest singer in local bands.  He passed away at 

65 years old in 1983.  

JUDY KLOTZER-HAYES 
Inducted October 7, 2018 

Judyôs musical career began as a student at the Oahu 

Conservatory of Music, with her parentsô support 

and inspiration from her uncle.  At the age of 13, she 

progressed from student to teacher.  She taught Ha-

waiian guitar, ukulele, rhythm guitar, bass guitar 

and accordion for seven years.  During this time, she 

also gained much playing experience at fairs, con-

vention centers, various organizations, clubs and on 

the radio. 

At the age of 20, Judy got married and, two years 

later, gave birth to her daughter, Lori.  During this 

time, she continued teaching students and directing 

recitals. 

In 1967, Judy worked for Annie & the Orphans as 

the bassist for eight years.  In 1975, Judy became a 

free-lance bassist and worked with various groups, 

from trios to big bands.  She was involved in studio 

recording and more radio during this time. 

In 1983, Judy joined the Western Swing Society of 

Seattle and was newsletter editor for two years, a 

board member for two years and an alternate for 

three years.  She has also served on various commit-

tees and performed at many of the showcases over 

the years.  She was bassist for J.B. Parker & The 

Over The Hill Gang as well as Don Berkshire and 

the Bootleggers and many others during the 

Western Swing Societyôs early years.  During her 

musical life, Judy has performed with many of the 

top names in the business.  She continues to attend 

and play at major events in Sacramento, Seattle and 

Canada to promote the music she loves. 

JACK LOYD 
May 31, 1928-July 29, 1993 

Inducted October 2, 1983 
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FOOD AVAILABLE 

Thank you to the  American Legion Post 

#9 for providing us with delicious hot 

food at our monthly dances! 

MEET THE BOARD-JAMES W. BOEHNKE 

I was born and raised outside 

of Buffalo, NY, the town of 

Tonawanda to be precise, half 

way between Buffalo and Ni-

agara Falls. My family is a 

blue collar type of family 

worked in the Steel Mills and 

Auto plants of the region; we 

are mostly working trades; 

family Mechanic, Electricians 

and Plumbers. I have a strong family background of 

ñwork hard and play hardò. I was actively enrolled 

in Boy Scouts for 22 years with my dad. 

In 1968 I went to high school 

and this is where I learned my 

skills to dance. My parents 

helped out because they were 

great dancers. In 1972 I graduat-

ed and went to work as an ap-

prentice machinist for four years 

and decided it was not for me. I 

enlisted in the US Coast Guard, 

in Buffalo in 1976 and trained as 

an Aircraft Mechanic. I spent my aviation career as 

a Flight Mechanic flying in the fixed wing seaplane 

search and rescue end of the Coast Guard. I spent 20 

years and got my pension. I retired as an E6 First 

Class Petty Officer. 

My civilian service was graduating from Electri-

cians program and doing contracts installing fulfill-

ment center conveyor systems and baggage handling 

systems at airports, working for a temp technical 

agency. I worked when I wanted to. 

Hobbies are of course dancing, my classic Corvette 

and cooking. I always enjoy my family. 

The biggest influence in my life was my father. He 

taught me how to be a good man and respect others. 

The quote I will always remember he said, ñJimmy, 

if you fail to plan, plan to fail.ò 

Jimmy has become such a big part of the Board of 

Directors and a huge part of the Western Swing So-

ciety. He works so hard before, during and after the 

dance. I for one really appreciate Jimmy as a co-

volunteer and a good buddy. Ronnie Elkan 

If you havenôt heard about the Memorial Day week-

end Western Swing Out ask John James (at the 

door) or Jeff Tilton (on the dance floor) if they liked 

it. They already have their tickets for 2020. Olen 

went down to Tehachapi, CA with Geoff Miller and 

the Sactown Playboys. You can find this event at 

https://www.westernswingout.com/  

Olen, Geoff, and 

Zack Sapunor 

and below Olen, 

Chris Wilkinson 

and Zack. Iôm 

sure they will be 

back next year. 

SWINGINô 

OLEN DILLINGHAM ON THE ROAD 

https://www.westernswingout.com/


 

 

50/50 RAFFLE WINNERS! 

APPLYING FOR MEMBERSHIP AND NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION 

Submit the following information in a note with your check to:  

The Western Swing Society, P.O. Box 2474, Carmichael, CA 95609: 

Name(s), mailing address, email address, and telephone number. 

Fees (make check payable to Western Swing Society) 

Individual Membership, $15 per year.  

Couples Membership, $20 per year. (one address only).  

Dues renew every July. 

If you join during any other month, your membership fee will be prorated to align with the July renewal.  

You will receive a color version of our newsletter via email. Paid membership also includes reduced admission fee at 

Society music functions, and the right to vote in Society elections and on proposed By-Law changes. 
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Sunday, July 7, 2019 

Carolyn Sills combo  
FOR YOUR ENTERTAINMENT AND DANCING PLEASURE 

MEMBERSHIP 

Any Changes? Keep us up to date on any chang-

es in your membership information, especially email 

addresses. We canôt get your newsletter to you un-

less we have your current information.  

You can mail changes in your information to the 

Society at P.O. Box 2474, Carmichael, CA; phone it 

to (916) 689-9546; or email it to member-

ship@westernswingsociety.net. Thanks! 

Keep on Western Swinginô 

UPCOMING BANDS  

July  Carolyn Sills Combo 

August Slade Rivers Band 

September Janice Allen & Friends 

October Hall of Fame Oct. 4, 5 & 6 

November Jessica Rose Band 

December Eddie Burr & the Western Swingers 

Board Meeting Invitation 

You can attend the Societyôs monthly Board meetings; 

first Sunday of each month starting at 10:30 a.m. in the 

Machinists Hall in Rancho Cordova. 

tel:%28916%29689-9546
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Editorôs Letter continued from page 2 

tar and singing were Juliet Gobert (from Nevada 

City) and Cheryl Kent (from Placerville). Skip 

Smith (from Nevada City) played drums. Brett Cole 

played upright bass and electric bass. Joe Ybarra 

played pedal steel guitar and the band was gracious 

enough to have me play fiddle. As you can see these 

folks traveled a ways to perform for us all on a vol-

unteer basis. I canôt thank them enough on behalf of 

WSS. 

Bob and Virginia Kuykenall work hard to sell raffle 

tickets and run the raffle. It is a lot of work and they 

do a great job. The raffle took place right after the 

first band. 

Next up was our ñHouse Bandò. The guys and gals 

did a great job and had fun doing it. Jim Baughman 

on lead guitar and vocals, Gary Blodgett on bass 

and vocals, Bill Cornett on drums and vocals and 

Lenny Serdahl Sr. on lead guitar and vocals. David 

Bean came in to play keyboard and sing to substi-

tute for Ralph Chase and just did a spectacular job. 

Thanks Dave. I got to play a little bit more fiddle 

with these fine musicians. Helping us out with some 

great vocals was Janice Terry, Linda Baughman and 

Shelley Elkan. Also coming up to play bass and 

sing was Roger Shaw. 

Tony Arana kept the jam room going all day. Great 

spot for all you pickers. 

I have to tip my hat and give thanks to ñThe first to 

get there and the last to leaveò crew. The list is 

growing. President Rex Barnes, Don deMars and 

Jeff Tilton. 

NEWS FLASH! You do not want to miss the next 

dance on July 7, 2019. The Carolyn Sills Combo, 

based out of San-

ta Cruz is coming 

to town to play 

for us. I have 

seen this award 

winning band and 

believe me, they 

are awesome! 

They will be touring all over the country after they 

play at WSS. You can find them at ƘǧǇǎΥκκ

ǿǿǿΦŎŀǊƻƭȅƴǎƛƭƭǎΦŎƻƳκΦ Letôs plan on giving them a 

big welcome to WSS. 

R.I.P. Lou Bischoff  

(Born January 25, 1930 

Died May 29, 2019) 

We never get used to losing peo-

ple here at Western Swing but 

we have been getting hit kind of 

hard as it is an ageing society. 

This lady, Lou Bischoff was 

Western Swing Royalty. She sup-

ported everyone across the 

board that played, danced or just 

came to listen to western swing 

music. Because of that drive for 

the music she has been put in 

our Hall of Fame. Here is her biography submitted 

in 2005. 

Mayme Lou Bischoff was born on January 25, 1930 

in Renton, Washington and passed away on May 29, 

2019. 

Born in Renton, WA, raised at Pine Lake, WA,  Lou 

began playing the piano when she was nine. At the 

age of twelve, realizing classical music was not her 

thing, she switched teachers, started learning big 

band music, and joined a group who played for high 

school dances and events. During these years Lou 

also discovered country music. 

Lou then married, and during the years she was rais-

ing her family ñplayed only the radioò. Later she 

entered the nursing profession, and through new 

friendships became exposed to western swing music 

Lou knew she had found her kind of music. 

When the Seattle Western Swing Music Society was 

formed in 1983, Lou couldnôt make the first sessions 

because of her weekend work schedule, but she kept 

up with the happenings through friends and newslet-

ters. Later on she was able to be part of the Socie-

tyôs management and the organization of its events, 

including the annual Pioneers of Western Swing 

Hall of Fame Music Festival. Lou has served as 

President of the Society for the last several years. 

At Louôs first POWS (Pioneers of Western Swing 

Festival) in 1993, she was asked to be a hostess. 

There she met Truitt Cunningham, Dean McKinney 

Moore, Bobby Koefer and Smokey Rogers, the 

ñIdolsò she had heard so much about. The following 

year, Lou was elected Secretary of the Seattle West- 

Continued on page 14 

https://www.carolynsills.com/
https://www.carolynsills.com/
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CONGRATULATIONS NWWSMS HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

FREE DANCE LESSONS                                 

BEFORE EACH DANCE! 

12:30 to 1:00 pm prior to our first 

band starting. Learn the 2-STEP 

and other couples dances!!! You do 

not have to have a partner to learn! 

Just get to the hall by 12:15 so 

youôre ready to start on time. 



 

 

Photos by Don deMars 
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DANCE, DANCE, DANCE! 


