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Letter from The Editor 
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Western Swing Society Music News 

is published monthly by the 

Western Swing Society 

Views and opinions expressed by contrib-

uting authors are not necessarily those of the 

editorial staff or the Society. 

Submitted articles, publicity notices and 

letters not relating directly to the Society or 

its members may be published at the discre-

tion of the Editor, as space permits. The staff 

reserves the right to edit any and all items 

submitted for publication. 

 

Deadline for Submittals: 

All items, photographs, articles, and 

adôs are due to the Editor no later than 

the 10th of the month.  

Huge thanks 

goes out to 

Geoff Miller 

and the Sac-

town Play-

boys. What a 

great band 

and a great bunch of guys. Not only 

did they do a superb job of playing 

classic western swing music, they 

also had the dance floor hopping and 

packed. For musicians it doesnôt get 

any better than this! 

Geoffrey Miller fronts the Sactown 

Playboys. He sings and plays a wide 

array of beautiful vintage archtop 

guitars that are key to that western 

swing music. Zack Sapunor enter-

tains on a stand up bass and sings. 

Olen Dillingham plays a 5-string 

Tiny Moore model mandolin and 

fiddle. Geoff and Olen do some twin 

parts on their instruments that are a 

joy to the ear. On drums was the 

multi talented Chris Wilkinson. 

Check out all these guys and the 

band on Facebook. They all play 

with a number of 

groups besides 

the Sactown 

Playboys. Geoff 

has an award 

winning group called the Twilight 

Drifters that is a fantastic group. 

They also have CDs available.  

Want to also thank all the folks that 

wandered in to hear the Sactown 

Playboys. Itôs always great to see 

new faces in the crowd. The West-

ern Swing Society is a loving bunch 

of folks and we all hope you come 

back again soon to hear some of the 

great bands that are going to be 

coming in to perform. 

 
 Continued on page 5 

As always the 

jam room was 

packed and 

swinginô! Par-

ticipating were: 

Dave Rietz, 

Fiddle, Mando-

lin, Vocals; 

Steve Kallal, Fiddle; John Gwin-

ner on steel. Bill Enyeart, Lead 

Guitar & Vocals; Bobby Giasson, 

Lead Guitar & Vocals; Joe Cham-

pion; Keyboard & Vocals; Larry 

DeLeon, Drums & Vocals; and 

Tony Arana; Drums  

Good to have Roger Shaw back 

singing and playing bass. Chuck 

Webb, Bass; Terry Crouson, Lead 

Guitar & Vocals; Lenny Serdahl, 

Lead Guitar & Vocals; Grace 

Clark; Rhythm Guitar & Vocals; 

Nick Dennis on Guitar and Vo-

cals. 

Singers 

were ; Vic-

torian King 

Bowman, 

Nancy Long, Micheal Ray, Tom 

McVeigh, Maxine Chan, and Ann 

Marie Woodard. 

We had a great crowd! 

Weôd like to have you write to us 

about your experience if you play 

in the jam room or go in to listen. 

Weôll share your comments here 

in this column. Just send your 

thoughts to this email: 

ronnie.elkan@gmail.com or send 

us a letter via snail mail. In the 

meantime weôll list the players 

who joined us last month. 

Thanks gang. It was great!!!!!! 

Tony Arana, Jam Room Host 

JAM ROOM JAMMERS The Western Swing Society 

PO Box 2474 

Carmichael, CA 95609 

westernswingsociety.net 

Facebook: SacramentoWesternSwingSociety 

 

Founded in 1981 by Loyd and Perry Jones  

to enable performance, preservation and 

perpetuation of the unique American art 

form known as Western Swing Music. 

Officers: 

President, Rex Barnes (916) 704-1566 

Vice Pres, Jimmy Boehnke (530) 886-8375 

Treasurer, Edward Burhans (916) 225-3645 

Secretary, Linda McCarley (916) 870-7463 

 

Other Directors: 

Tony Arana (775) 971-3070 

Ronnie Elkan (916) 765-4345 

John James (916) 202-9251  

Dave Rietz (916) 806-0520 

Jeff Tilton (916) 798-9377 

Staff and Committee Chairpersons: 

Admissions Coordinator, John James 

Bar Manager, Jimmy Boehnke 

Bartender, Cyndi Lee 

Decorating Chair, Rex Barnes 

Equipment and Staging, Gary Blodgett 

Historian, (open)  

Jam Room, Tony Arana  

Master of Ceremonies, Jimmy Boehnke 

Membership Director, (open) 

Music Director, Ronnie Elkan 

Newsletter Team: Editor, Ronnie and 

 Shelley Elkan, 

Photographer, Donald deMars 

Public Relations Administrator, Jeff Tilton 

Raffle, Bob and Virginia Kuykendall 

Slide Show, (open) 

Sound Engineer, Gary Blodgett 

Website, Dave Rietz  

Youth Program, Edward Burhans  

mailto:ronnie.elkan@gmail.com
https://hangouts.google.com/?action=chat&pn=%2B15308868375&hl=en&authuser=0
tel:%28916%29%20922-2299
tel:%28916%29%20806-0520
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Nominate a musician or exceptional     
volunteer for this yearôs Hall of Fame 

Time is running out. May 31st is the last date to sub-

mit your nominations for our Hall of Fame celebra-

tion!  

Being inducted into the Hall of Fame is a BIG 

HONOR, so submit a nomination and make 

someoneôs day! 

1. The name, address, phone and email of member 

submitting the nomination 

2. The name, address, phone and email of the nom-

inee 

3. The nomineeôs name as the nominee wants it 

shown in the bio and on the Hall of Fame regis-

try 

4. Biographical information about the nominee, 

with emphasis on involvement with Western 

Swing Music. 

- Birthplace and date. 

- Age at which participation in music began? 

How? Singing? Playing an instrument? 

- Early inspirations and influences? 

- Time and place of first professional perfor-

mance. 

- Name of well-known bands and/or performers 

with which nominee has  played. 

- Names of well-known locations where nomi-

nee has performed. 

- List of any awards or formal recognitions re-

ceived by the nominee related to his or her mu-

sic career. 

- Nomineeôs personal reasons for involvement 

in and support of Western Swing Music. 

See the instructions in the previous column and 

email or mail your completed nomination infor-

mation so that it is received by WSS no later than 

May 31st. 

 

DONôT FORGET to include your phone, email 

and the nomineeôs phone, email and mailing address 

so that we can contact you. 

HALL OF FAME NOMINATIONS  

Letôs have another inspiring set of inductees for the 

Western Swing Society Hall of Fame event, the 1st 

FridayðSunday in October. The closing date for 

submission of nominations is May 31st. Start 

NOW. Time FLIES! 

Any member in good standing may make 2 nomina-

tions, by either postal or email. 

An 8 x 10 hard copy photo or a digital jpeg (at least 

res. 300 dpi) is required at the time of nomination. 

The nomination should contain sufficient biograph-

ical information to enable the committee to evaluate 

the nominee's qualifications. 

Nominations must include the name (as they wish it 

to appear in our Hall of Fame registry), address, 

phone numbers and email addresses (if available) 

for the nominee and the person submitting them. If 

the nominee is deceased, please include the name of 

a person who may be able to accept the award. 

Mail to: Western Swing Nominations Committee,   

P. O. Box 2474, Carmichael, CA 95609 

HOW TO AND THE RULES  

January 1ðMay 31st: Submissions of nominees 

for consideration accepted from a member in 

good standing 

June: Hall of Fame Selection Committee reviews 

and chooses 12 nominees to be inducted in the 

Hall of Fame. Nominations must adhere to the 

rules and be complete in order to be consid-

ered. Any submissions not chosen roll forward 

to the next year for consideration 

July: Board signs off on the chosen inductees. 

Inductees are notified and told about our Hall 

of Fame Event details 

August: List of inductees first appear in the 

newsletter 

September: Photos of inductees appear in news-

letter. List of HOF bands in newsletter 

October: The three day celebration, culminating 

in the Induction Ceremony on Sunday 

THE TIMING  
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Dick McComb was born July 25, 

1924 and died May 7, 1997 

Dick McComb was playing in the 

Sacramento area well before he was 

introduced to Western Swing. A jazz 

player who thought he would never 

play Western Swing.  He was talked into coming 

down to Willôs Point for a listen. When Dick heard 

the racket these boys made, he changed his mind. 

The addition of his trumpet gave the Billy Jack 

Wills Western Swing Band another voice and its 

sound a depth that rivaled bands twice its size. One 

listen to Dipsy Doodle, Johnson Rag, or Basin 

Street Blues and youôll understand how much the 

brass punctuated Tiny Mooreôs fantastic arrange-

ments. 

Times were tough in the early years, but the band 

endured and started broadcasting over KFBK. That 

signal was receivable in the Northwest. Piano man 

Dick Hiel recalled listening daily while a student at 

Washington State University and W.S.M.S Presi-

dent John York and his brother Bill would listen and 

learn in front of their radio in Vancouver, B.C. 

After the band broke up, Dick played with Tiny a 

while and with ñRed Hot Pepperò. He retired from 

the Post Office and kept playing with the Sacramen-

to Jazz Society and at Western Swing Society 

Events. 

Dick passed away the day after he was chosen to be 

inducted into the Western Swing Hall of Fame. It is 

unknown if he was aware of his inclusion in the Pio-

neers of Western Swing. His award was accepted by 

Charlie Moore. 

RANDY ñTEXò HILL 
Inducted October 7, 2018 

Randy ñTexò Hill is the crea-

tor and host of Western 

Swing Time Radio. A profes-

sional musician for over 40 

years, Randy started playing 

drums as a young boy grow-

ing up on a central Texas 

farm approximately 30 miles 

south of Austin. During that 

time period, he was intro-

duced to a variety of music 

via a stack of old 78s that belonged to his grandfa-

ther; artists like, B.B. King, Smiley Lewis, Bobby 

Lord, Gene Autry, The Old Smoky Twins and Lefty 

Frizzell. Trips to the Club 21 dance hall in nearby 

Uhland, Texas on Saturday nights with his parents 

sowed the seeds of a lifetime love of classic country 

music and the blues. 

Through the years of performing, Hill has shared the 

stage with some of the legends of country and swing 

music; Johnny Rodriguez, George Strait, pedal steel 

legend Jimmy Day, Texas Tornadosô Augie Meyers, 

Terri Gibbs, Stan Perkins (son of rockabilly legend, 

Carl Perkins), Hayden Vitera (Asleep At The 

Wheel) and Bobby Flores (Ray Price). He is the 

band leader for the Willamette Valley-based West-

ern swing band, The Oregon Valley Boys. 

Tex is the former producer and cohost of the nation-

ally syndicated, Roadhouse Revival Radio Show 

and the Lone Star Revival Radio Show on KLBJ 

FM, Austin, 

Texas. 

In 2016, Tex 

was awarded 

"DJ of The 

Year" by the 

Cowtown West-

ern Music Soci-

ety of Fort 

Worth Texas. In 

2015, he was named one of the Top 10 DJ's in the 

country by the Academy of Western Artists. In 2014 

Hill was inducted into the Northwest Western Swing 

Music Hall of Fame in Auburn, Washington. 

DICK MCCOMB 
July 25, 1924 ~ May 7, 1997 

Inducted October 2, 1983 
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FOOD AVAILABLE 

Thank you to the  American Legion Post 

#9 for providing us with delicious hot 

food at our monthly dances! 

Special meal will be 

available at 11:00 am at 

the May 5th dance. The 

American Legion Post 

#709 will have 3 street 

tacoôs, refried beans and 

rice for just $7.00.  

Thanks for your support! 

CHIPS AND SALSA 

Chips and salsa will be complimentary at the May 

dance for Cinco de Mayo. 

 

Zack Sapunor Facebook Post 

ñItôs always special when a span of generations get 

together to celebrate Sacramentoôs proud western 

swing heritage. We play loud and they dress louder 

at the one and only Sacramento Western Swing So-

ciety! Itôs always a good time.έ 

From Lou Bischoff (Madame Western Swing) 

ñI love getting the newsletter. Means so much to 

stay in touch. Give my love to Sac WSS 

To all the gang at Sacramento WSS: 

Thank you from my heart for all the 

cards and well wishes, and above all, 

the prayers. It has been like    medi-

cine for me. 

Have had a couple set backs so Iôm 

struggling to overcome them. Iôm 

strong. Iôll do it. Love you and miss you all 

Love Ed & Louò 

Send Cards to: 

10930 38th Dr. SE 

Everett, WA 98208-5419 

MAIL BAG Editorôs continued from page 2 

Dry Creek minus our leader, Bill Enyeart, took the 

stage. Dry Creek has been the house band at WSS 

for at least a decade and a half. That really is incred-

ible. Bill deserves all the gratitude we can show 

him. The show must go on and Jimmy Baughman 

led the band. On guitar and vocals we had Rob Shot-

well, Lenny Serdahl Sr. and Jimmy Baughman. Bil-

ly Smith played guitar. The golden voice came from 

the pianist, Ralph Chase. Bill Cornett was on drums 

and bass and vocals were shared by Gary Blodgett 

and Roger Shaw. Guest singers 

were Janice Terry, Nancy 

Long, Linda Baughman and 

Jimmy Boehnke. Big surprise 

for anyone who left early, our 

president Rex Barnes sang 

ñRight or Wrongò for us. We 

also had a guy named Mark come on up. What a 

great dance it was! 

I had to be playing with my regular band, Buck 

Ford, so I was there only for the board meeting. I 

did make it back in time to hear a few songs and 

help our sound man, Gary Blodgett, break down the 

stage. Just take a minute for Gary or any of other 

our hard working volunteers and give them a thanks. 

Better yet, ask them where you can sign up to help.  

Thanks Folks see you at the next dance 

Ronnie Elkan, Co-Editor  



 

 

50/50 RAFFLE WINNERS! 

APPLYING FOR MEMBERSHIP AND NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION 

Submit the following information in a note with your check to:  

The Western Swing Society, P.O. Box 2474, Carmichael, CA 95609: 

Name(s), mailing address, email address, and telephone number. 

Fees (make check payable to Western Swing Society) 

Individual Membership, $15 per year.  

Couples Membership, $20 per year. (one address only).  

Dues renew every July. 

If you join during any other month, your membership fee will be prorated to align with the July renewal.  

You will receive a color version of our newsletter via email. Paid membership also includes reduced admission fee at 

Society music functions, and the right to vote in Society elections and on proposed By-Law changes. 
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Sunday, May 5, 2019 

Lincoln Highway  
FOR YOUR ENTERTAINMENT AND DANCING PLEASURE 

MEMBERSHIP 

Any Changes? Keep us up to date on any chang-

es in your membership information, especially email 

addresses. We canôt get your newsletter to you un-

less we have your current information.  

You can mail changes in your information to the 

Society at P.O. Box 2474, Carmichael, CA; phone it 

to (916) 689-9546; or email it to member-

ship@westernswingsociety.net. Thanks! 

Keep on Western Swinginô 

UPCOMING BANDS  

May Doug Weiss & Lincoln Highway 

June Bob Woods Swampbilly 

July  Carolyn Sills Combo 

August Slade Rivers Band 

September Janice Allen & Friends 

October Hall of Fame Oct. 4, 5 & 6 

November Jessica Rose Band 

December Eddie Burr & the Western Swingers 

Board Meeting Invitation 

You can attend the Societyôs monthly Board meetings; 

first Sunday of each month starting at 10:30 a.m. in the 

Machinists Hall in Rancho Cordova. 

tel:%28916%29689-9546
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MEET THE BOARD: Ronnie Elkan 

Ronnie Elkan was born on 

August 5, 1949 in Los Ange-

les, CA. His mother was a 

pianist and his father was a 

dental technician. It was not a 

choice to play music in the 

Elkan household, and older 

brother Jim was already a 

great piano player. To avoid 

the piano Ronnie volunteered to play violin. He 

studied classical music from the age of 5 to 16, earn-

ing first chair in orchestra throughout high school. 

The violin then moved into the closet to collect dust. 

When Ronnie went into the Navy in 1969 he ac-

quired an ear for country music. He was impressed 

with the way that the violin was used to color, flavor 

and shape the music, especially in western swing. 

That would soon be Ronnieôs choice of music to lis-

ten to. Even with his passion for the music it   

wouldnôt be until 1977 after hearing a band called 

Hot Lips and Fingertips that he got his violin out of 

the closet, dusted it off, and started to play again. 

Dan Kahane of Hot Lips and Fingertips showed him 

a few fiddle tunes before Ronnie moved from the 

L.A. area to Nevada City in the foothills of northern 

CA. There he met Rudy Darling, a great contest fid-

dler, who got Ronnie to play fiddle contests. In 1979 

Ronnie won the California Fiddle Championship in 

the Menôs Division at Sonora CA. It wasnôt long 

after that he was asked to play with a new band 

called Bite the Bullet, led by Rob Shotwell. Playing 

a steady diet of western swing music they packed 

the clubs in the foothills. When that version of Bite 

the Bullet disbanded the Legendary Stardust Cow-

boys was formed. The Cowboys were getting ready 

to hit the road in 1986 in pursuit of widening their 

careers but Ronnie, having a family and an electrical 

contracting business, needed to stay behind. Olen 

Dillingham stepped in and Ronnie was on to another 

venture. 

That brought him down to Sacramento where he 

joined Private Stock and had the honor to play and 

work with Jimmy Fox, Jimi Beeler and Shelley 

Whitney (now Shelley Elkan). Private Stock was the 

house band at the Brass Horse Saloon for two years 

Continued on next column 

Ronnie Elkan continued from previous column 

until it closed, and the Yellow Rose for five years 

from 1986-1992. Bite the Bullet (with Ronnie and 

Shelley) was also the house band at the Yellow 

Rose for an additional two years. Ronnie still plays 

with the Stardust Cowboys and with Bite the Bullet. 

Ronnie has always felt fortunate that his playing has 

opened a lot of doors along the way. He has had a 

chance to play with great players and wonderful 

friends from the Longhorn Saloon in Conoga Park, 

CA to the Longhorn Saloon in Fort Worth, TX. 

Ronnie has also had the opportunity to meet and tap 

the knowledge of fiddle greats like Harold Hensley, 

Mark OôConnor, Tiny Moore, Randy Elmore, John-

ny Gimble and most recently Jeremy Cohen. He 

canôt thank Olen Dillingham (2006 Hall of Fame 

inductee) enough for introducing him to the West-

ern Swing Society where swing is alive and well. 

Olen continues to generously share his amazing mu-

sical knowledge and has been instrumental in add-

ing to Ronnieôs bag of Western Swing material. 

Update 2018: Since this was written in 2007 Ronnie 

has played with Cousin Cricket Band and had a 

chance to open many shows for Asleep at the 

Wheel. In early December of 2012 Ronnie got a call 

from Jason Roberts asking him to sub for him with 

Asleep at the Wheel at Harrahs Tahoe, on Dec.22nd 

for their Christmas show. This was a great honor, 

one that every western swing musician would be 

honored to do. 

Ronnie has been playing with Buck Ford and Pure 

Country fulltime from 1998-present day. Even with 

all of this it is a passion and pleasure to still perform 

in Bite the Bullet with Shelley Elkan, Rob Shotwell, 

Olen Dillingham, Biff Adam, Conrad Nelson, Cliff 

Brizendine, Gary Blodgett and Dave Wren, all 

Western Swing Society Hall of Famers. 

Along with this it has been a great honor to be in-

volved with the Western Swing Society as a musi-

cian and Board member. 
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DANCE, DANCE, DANCE! 
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SO.  MUCH.  FUN. 


