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GUEST BAND May, 6, 2018

Geoff Miller &
The Sactown
Playboys
1:00 to 3:00pm
Followed by The Dry Creek Band
3:00 to 5:30pm

WESTERN SWING SOCIETY MUSIC NEWS
The Western Swing Society
PO Box 2474
Carmichael, CA 95609
westernswingsociety.net
Facebook: SacramentoWesternSwingSociety
Founded in 1981 by Loyd and Perry Jones
to enable performance, preservation and
perpetuation of the unique American art
form known as Western Swing Music.
Officers:
President, (Open)
Vice-President, Chuck Webb (916) 689-9546
Treasurer, Edward Burhans (916) 225-3645
Secretary, Olen Dillingham (916) 645-8878
Other Directors:
Tony Arana (775) 971-3070
Rex Barnes (916) 704-1566
Ronnie Elkan (916) 765-4345
Linda Michael (916) 870-7463
Dave Rietz (916) 806-0520

FROM THE EDITOR

JAM ROOM JAMMERS

Our apologies to Candy Galassi,
who gave a very generous donation
in the memory of Dr. Bob Myers last
month and the following poem was
to accompany it in the newsletter.

Jump in and join
us! Just let Tony
know you’re
there. Hey Folks,
“No Room at the
Inn” last month.
Packed room!
It’s always a highlight for the
folks that participate. We’d like to
have you write to us about your
experience if you play in the jam
room or go in to listen. We'll
share your comments here in this
column. Just send your thoughts
to this email:
ronnie.elkan@gmail.com or send
us a letter via snail mail. In the
meantime we’ll list the players
who joined us last month.

God looked around His garden and
found an empty space,
He then looked upon the earth, and
saw Bob’s tired face.
He put His arms around Bob, and
lifted him to rest.
God’s garden must be beautiful, He
only takes the best.
It broke our hearts to lose him, but
Bob did not go alone,

Staff and Committee Chairpersons:
Decorating Chair, Rex Barnes
Equipment and Staging, (open)
Historian, (open)
Jam Room, Tony Arana
Membership Director, Chuck Webb
Music Director, Ronnie Elkan/Doug Weiss
Newsletter Team: Editor, (open)
Layout and Publication: Ronnie and
Shelley Elkan,

For part of us (Western Swing) went
with him, the day God called Bob
home.

Photographer, Donald deMars
Public Relations, Rex Barnes
Raffle, Bob and Virginia Kuykendall
Youth Program, Edward Burhans, Dave
Rietz, Dave Chan
Slide Show, (open)
Sound Engineer, Gary Blodgett

We always appreciate your input to
the newsletter and last month we
received some constructive criticism.

Western Swing Society Music News
is published monthly by the
Western Swing Society
Views and opinions expressed by contributing authors are not necessarily those of the
editorial staff or the Society.
Submitted articles, publicity notices and
letters not relating directly to the Society or
its members may be published at the discretion of the Editor, as space permits. The staff
reserves the right to edit any and all items
submitted for publication.
Deadline for Submittals:
All items, photographs, articles, and
ad’s are due to the Editor no later than
the 10th of the month.
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1) The pictures are too dark
2) Too many pictures. They take up
too much ink when printed at
home
In an effort to improve the dark picture issue, our photographer has increased the lighting for his photos.
The editors also took your input to
heart and will keep the newsletter
content to 10-12 pages, inserting
photos as space is available. A reminder that ALL photos are now
available online for your download
and printing pleasure.

This month the Jam Room Band
was on the main stage: Dave
Rietz and Tom Gunterman on fiddle and vocals; Terry Crouson,
Lenny Serdahl Sr. and Nick Dennis on lead guitar and vocals;
Chuck Webb on bass, Tony Arana on drums.
Holding down the jam room; Jimmy Baughman on lead guitar; Bill
Enyeart on bass guitar and vocals;
Bill Cornett and Larry DeLeon on
drums and vocals; Nancy Long,
Linda Baughman, Shelley Elkan,
Michael Ray and Edd Burr on
vocals, Jimmy Spero on rhythm
guitar and vocals and Ronnie
Elkan on fiddle and vocal.
Thanks gang. It was great!!!!!!
Until Next Time, See Ya!
Tony Arana, Jam Room Host
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HALL OF FAME NOMINATIONS
THE TIMING
January 1—May 31st: Submissions of nominees
for consideration accepted from a member in
good standing
June: Hall of Fame Selection Committee r eviews
and chooses 12 nominees to be inducted in the
Hall of Fame. Nominations must adhere to the
rules and be complete in order to be considered. Any submissions not chosen roll forward
to the next year for consideration
July: Boar d signs off on the chosen inductees.
Inductees are notified and told about our Hall
of Fame Event details
August: List of inductees fir st appear in the
newsletter
September: Photos of inductees appear in newsletter. List of HOF bands in newsletter
October: The thr ee day celebr ation, culminating
in the Induction Ceremony on Sunday

HOW TO AND THE RULES
Let’s have another inspiring set of inductees for the
Western Swing Society Hall of Fame event, October
5-7, 2018. The closing date for submission of nominations is May 31, 2018. Start NOW. Time
FLIES!
Any member in good standing may make 2 nominations, by either postal or email.
An 8 x 10 hard copy photo or a digital jpeg (res. 300
dpi) is required at the time of nomination.
The nomination should contain sufficient biographical information to enable the committee to evaluate
the nominee's qualifications.

Nominations must include the name (as they wish it
to appear in our Hall of Fame registry), address,
phone numbers and email addresses (if available)
for the nominee and the person submitting them. If
the nominee is deceased, please include the name of
a person who may be able to accept the award.
Mail to: Western Swing Nominations Committee,
P. O. Box 2474, Carmichael, CA 95609

Nominate a musician or exceptional
volunteer for this year’s Hall of Fame
Time is running out. May 31st is the last date to submit your nominations for our Hall of Fame celebration!
Being inducted into the Hall of Fame is a BIG
HONOR, so submit a nomination and make
someone’s day!
1. The name, address, phone and email of member
submitting the nomination
2. The name, address, phone and email of the nominee
3. The nominee’s name as the nominee wants it
shown in the bio and on the Hall of Fame registry
4. Biographical information about the nominee,
with emphasis on involvement with Western
Swing Music.
- Birthplace and date.
- Age at which participation in music began?
How? Singing? Playing an instrument?
- Early inspirations and influences?
- Time and place of first professional performance.
- Name of well-known bands and/or performers
with which nominee has played.
- Names of well-known locations where nominee has performed.
- List of any awards or formal recognitions received by the nominee related to his or her music career.
- Nominee’s personal reasons for involvement
in and support of Western Swing Music.
See the instructions in the previous column and
email or mail your completed nomination information so that it is received by WSS no later than
May7th. Your editors will take your information and
create a bio for the nominee.
DON’T FORGET to include your phone, email
and the nominee’s phone, email and mailing address
so that we can contact you both for review!
Your Editors, Ronnie and Shelley Elkan
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Mike Gross Top 10
"Swingin' West"- Mike
Gross
KSEY-FM, Seymour, TX
May 1, 2018

Songs
1 One Fiddle, Two Fiddles- Bret Raper
2 Headed to the Barn- Hot Texas Swing
Band
3 Swing Me Back to Texas- 3 Trails West
4 Let Me Off in Texas- Chuck Cusimano
(Cusimusico)
5 Love is Just a Two Step Away- Jean Stafford (Australian)
6 Too Bad This Town Ain’t in Texas- Carol
Markstrom (Desert Rose)
7 Too in Love- The Farmer & Adele
8 Swing on the Range- Taryn Noelle
(Airflyte)
9 We’re the Time Jumpers- The Time Jumpers (Rounder)
10 Full Gallop- Diamond W Wranglers
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HELP! Her e is a way that
everyone can help. Let’s do a
better job of clearing the tables
before we leave. It makes it so
much easier for the clean-up
crew. Thank You.

UPCOMING BANDS
May

Geoff Miller & The Sactown Playboys

June

Charlie Hull & Country Swing Playboys

July

Bob Woods & the Dusty Rustlers

August

Lincoln Highway

September Robby James & Streets of Bakersfield
October

Hall of Fame (10/5 to 10/7/2018)

November Eddie Burr & The Western Swingers
December Grace Clark & Swingitude

BIG REQUEST!
Please assist the ladies at the door by having your
RED MEMBERSHIP CARD in your hand as you
enter the Hall. Thank you for your cooperation.

Albums

1 Somewhere Near Austin- Bret Raper
2 Time Changes Everything- Leon Rausch
3 Off the Beaten Trail- Hot Texas Swing
Band
4 Big Hat, No Cattle- Big Hat, No Cattle
5 I Hear You Talkin’- Lake Travis Fiddlers
6 Kid Sister- The Time Jumpers (Rounder)
7 Paul Schlesinger & his Knights of Western
Swing- Paul Schlesinger
8 Taryn Noelle Swings- Taryn Noelle
(Airflyte)
9 Green Mountain Standard Time- Rick &
The Ramblers (Airflyte)
10 Big Cabin Fever- Georgia Parker & Big
Cabin Fever

MEMBERSHIP
Any Changes? Keep us up to date on any changes in your membership information, especially email
addresses. We can’t get your newsletter to you unless we have your current information.
You can mail changes in your information to the
Society at P.O. Box 2474, Carmichael, CA; phone it
to (916) 689-9546; or email it to membership@westernswingsociety.net. Thanks!
Keep on Western Swingin’
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ALBUM REVIEW with MIKE GROSS
Album: Out of Darkness
Artist: Cherilyn Johnston
This is a very interesting new
CD of 12 tunes combining the
sounds of both Western
Swing and inspirational music
sung by a very talented young lady. It was
produced by Western Swing steel guitar
great Albert Talley. He is also spotlighted on
Steel Guitar on this album. The album opens
with the swinging He Keeps Me Singing and
then goes on to the first of three originals
composed by Cherilyn, Out of Darkness. Other tunes included from her pen are He is Risen and Let Your Living Water Flow. Cherilyn
also includes Cindy Walker's Christian Cowboy and a wonderful medley of Leaning on

the Everlasting Arms/I've Got Peace Like a
River. The sacred classic The Old Rugged
Cross is done Texas style
and a classic mix of Western Swing and Gospel on
Amazing Grace. There is a
swinging Where Could I Go
and the remaining cuts,

Blessed Assurance, Great
is Thy Faithfulness and Turn Your Eyes Upon
Jesus.

The musicians joining Albert and his steel
are Hank Singer- fiddle, Chuck Back- lead
guitar, Wayne Bennett-drums, Jim Packbass, Jerry Matheny- rhythm guitar and
Mike McClain- keyboards.
The CD can be purchased for $20 including
tax and S & H by check to CherSongs Publishing, 3330 N. Galloway Ave #304-80, Mesquite, TX 75150 . Online $22 plus shipping
and tax from www.CherSongs.com
Mike Gross, KSEYMike Gross, KSEY-FM,
Seymour, TX & KTNK-AM, Lompoc, CA

May 2018 - Page 6

Jammin’

PARTY ANIMALS
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OAK GIBSON

CHET HASTING

Feb 2, 1912 - December 14, 1995
Inducted October 7, 1984

Inducted October 1, 2017

Representing the segment of country music know as
old time fiddling our next candidate was raised in
the pan handle of Oklahoma and started playing
fiddle on an instrument he made from a cigar box.
Wanting to play fiddle like his grandad was such an
obsession with him he talked his dad into buying a
new fiddle instead of a suit of clothes for his 16th
birthday.
Like many others in our country this gentleman
worked in the fields in the day time and played music every night a playing job came along.
He played throughout Missouri, Texas and Oklahoma before moving to California.
In California he has played almost every town in the
lower Sacramento Valley and at one time did a live
radio broadcast on KDIA, Auburn on a regular basis.
As an old time fiddler in the senior division he has
won many trophies at contests including first place
in State Competition in 1979 and twice placed 7th in
the Nationals of Weiser Idaho.
In addition to him playing, he also makes and repairs fiddles and has taught many children to play
old time fiddle music.
A dedicated member of the country music world:
Oak Gibson

Board Meeting Invitation
You can attend the Society’s monthly Board meetings;
first Sunday of each month starting at 10:30 a.m. in the
Machinists Hall in Rancho Cordova.

PICTURES NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE
Pictures are now available online. A link will be
available for each month’s dance pictures in the
newsletter and on our website
http://westernswingsociety.net/.
4-1-2018 Montlhy Dance pictures
https://photos.app.goo.gl/5mgWm3XKcEYSm86C8

I was born on August 10, 1937, in Jesse, Oklahoma.
My dad built roads in the oil fields, using horses.
With the coming of machinery, it was harder and
harder to make a living. So, my parents, like so
many others, migrated first to California, then to
Oregon and, finally, in 1942 settled down in Tacoma, Washington.

Although I had heard stories about my grandfather,
a fiddler of some reputation who played for dances
around Tulsa, music wasn’t a part of my life until
one day there was a knock on the door. My first
music lessons came by way of a door-to-door, traveling salesman who gave lessons along with the instruments he sold. My mother signed me up! I first
started on a lap steel, but quickly changed over to
guitar. My first guitar was a $10.00 Stella which I
quickly up-graded to one a little easier to play.
When I was about 13 years old I started studying
with Don Ober, a local night club jazz musician.
This lasted until my late high school years. While in
high school, I played in a few assemblies with another student on rhythm guitar. My early influences
were Merle Travis, Chet Atkins, Roy Acuff, Hank
Thompson and Bob Wills. While in the service, I
was invited to join my first band. Stationed in Hawaii, we played mostly military clubs around the
Honolulu and Pearl Harbor area.
In 1959, I returned to Yakima, Washington, where I
hooked up with a road band from Mile City, Montana. This was my first shot at Western Swing Music. I learned a lot while working with them, but
soon found out that all that travel and life on the
road was not for me.
Back in Tacoma I started working four to six nights
a week in the clubs, limiting my travel to the Tacoma/Seattle and Bellingham areas. During that time I
met up with such artists as Buck Owens, Ira Allan,
Chubby Howard, Bill Garner and Loretta Lynn.
And, in 1964, I met and married my wife, Betty. We
had one son, Larry (who eventually decided he preferred managing musical groups rather than playing
in them). I began working days at The Boeing Co.
and nights as a musician. My Boeing days came to
an end when they asked me to work nights. In order
to keep playing music, I began working days with
Continued on Page 10
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JOIN THE JAM-A-RANA
The Jam Room is proving to be a great success and
a lot of fun. Time often runs out on the main stage
for guest performers but that doesn’t mean you
can’t strut your stuff. Come on back to the JR
where Board member, Tony ‘Jammin’ Arana is in
charge. Bring your instrument, voice, fans, or whatever and share your talent. We’d love to hear you.

Check out Barbara Martin’s

http://www.wsmonthly.com/subscribe.html
THANK YOU, TYPISTS!
Big thanks go out to our volunteers: Claudia Ezzell,
Olen Dillingham, Edd Burhans, Ronnie and Shelley
Elkan, for helping to digitize historical biographies
so they can be added to our website by Dave Rietz.
Dave is doing a “bang up” job of modernizing our
website! Check it out!

FOOD AVAILABLE
Thank you to the American Legion Post
#9 for providing us with delicious hot
food at our monthly dances!

APPLYING FOR MEMBERSHIP AND NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION
Submit the following information in a note with your check to:
The Western Swing Society, P.O. Box 2474, Car michael, CA 95609:
Name(s), mailing address, email address, and telephone number.
Fees (make check payable to Western Swing Society)
Individual Membership, $15 per year.
Couples Membership, $20 per year. (one address only).
Dues renew every July.
If you join during any other month, your membership fee will be prorated to align with the July renewal.
You will receive a color version of our newsletter via email. Paid membership also includes reduced admission fee at
Society music functions, and the right to vote in Society elections and on proposed By-Law changes.

Sunday, May 6, 2018 ~ 1:00 pm-3:00 pm
Geoff Miller & The Sactown Playboys
FOR YOUR ENTERTAINMENT AND DANCING PLEASURE
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Chet Hasting Continued from Page 7
Harvey Thomas, building and demonstrating Thomas Guitars. Some might remember a few of his innovations. He had lots of weird shaped guitars, and
these guitars are still sought after by today’s collectors. Most of my Western Swing experience came
while working in the Jim Miller Band, Valley Drifters, Fun Country, and the Roadmasters, which later
became J.C. McCormick’s Cherokee Band. From
the mid-seventies till the early nineties I spent most
of my time in the Cherokee Band.
Then, in 1998 I had a stroke. At first thought I
would never play guitar again. It was heartbreaking
to try to play guitar when my hands would not work
together. But, with the encouragement of my family,
fellow musicians and long time friend “Big” Bill
Garner, I started practicing and kept practicing.
However, it was not until 2001, when I received a
call from Cole Shelton, that I tried to play in public
again. Cole Shelton called to invite me to an awards
ceremony they were giving for musicians that had
played in the Tacoma area for forty years or more.
At this ceremony I was only able to play acoustic
rhythm guitar, but it was a start.
Cole also introduced me to “The Country/Western
Music Association,” an organization dedicated to
the preservation of all kinds of traditional music including western swing, old time, bluegrass, Appalachian mountain and other rural music. I became
President of this organization in 2009 and served
through 2011. In 2013 the members re-elected me to
that position. My main duties are to host a monthly
open jam and organize a three-day campout/jam session, where all participating members are invited to
perform. This organization is not only trying to preserve the early sounds of rural, country music but
also gives beginning musicians a chance to learn
from and play with seasoned performers.
For the last eight years, I have played with several
groups, but, for the most part, enjoy playing with
my friends in Country Fever, who have been a great
support and encouragement to me over the years. It
was an honor for the band to be invited to play at the
NWWSMS Western Swing Festivals and Hall of
Fame from 2012 through 2016 and, then, be invited
to host one of the NWWSMS monthly Western
Swing Showcases for the last four years.
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Western Swing Society Youth Band
Monthly Report – May 2018

Youth Band Director’s Main Goal of the Month:
First performance will be May 6th!
This month we managed to recruit another member,
who is a trumpet player and vocalist. The make-up
of the band is now as follows, listed by main instrument: Vocalist, trumpeter, clarinetist, baritone sax/
bassist, guitarist, and the director sitting in as drummer.
A HUGE thank you to Olen Dillingham for acquiring and adjusting an electric bass together with a
tuner and practice amp for the band! Our baritone
sax will still be utilized as a bass on one or two selections for variety as well as to allow our saxophonist to play his instrument. He is learning the basics
of bass playing relatively quickly, and this will be
pointed out during the performance to recognize his
efforts.
Our guitarist, William Chan, will be leading the
group at the May 6th meeting. We are aiming for
having 6 selections ready for this performance.
Dave Chan (Youth Band Director)

TONY ARANA AND THE JAM ROOM BAND

THE DRY CREEK BAND

WESTERN SWING SOCIETY MUSIC NEWS
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OTHER WESTERN SWING MUSIC
ORGANIZATIONS/MUSIC HAPPENINGS
Western Swing Music and Straw Hat Pizza,
2929 Mather Field Road, near Folsom Blvd. is starting monthly concerts of Western Swing and Country music every fourth Thursday from 6:30 thru
8:30 pm. Contact Edd Burhans for more information: (916) 225-3645
Bakersfield Country Music Museum, P.O. Box
81623, Bakersfield CA 93380-1623. Call 661-3666003 24/7 for more information.
Buck Ford & Pure Country Band: Check Website for schedule, http://www.buckford.com/
calendar/
Canadian Western Swing Music Society, Contact: John York, 3565 Cambridge St., Vancouver,
BC, Canada V5K 1M3. Phone 604-299-2301.
CA Old Time Fiddlers Association, Meets 2nd
Sunday. Orangevale Grange on Walnut Avenue in
Orangevale, CA. www.cbaontheweb.org/
region_details.asp? Region 2
Cowtown Society of Western Music, Contact:
Joe Baker, Membership Director, 940-452-6300,
4361 F.M. 1195, Mineral Springs, TX 76067
Greater Arizona Country/Western Swing Association and Hall of Fame, Inc. PO Box 953, Dewey, AZ 86326. Contact Jim Gamble at 928-4580714.
Lincoln Highway Band, 4th Sunday of the
month, 1-4pm, VFW POST 4647, 3300 U Street,
North Highlands, $5.00 cover charge. For more information call (916) 580-7390.
Northwest Western Swing Music Society,
Contact: Jeannie Yearian, President, 425-432-7888,
or cell 206-271-2295, Lynnwood Eagles, 19223
Hwy. 99, Lynnwood, WA. Meets 2nd Sunday
www.nwwsms.com
Western Swing Music Society of the Southwest,
PO Box 644, Shattuck, OK 73858. Meets quarterly.
Go to website at: www.wsmss.com.
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WEB PAGE REPORT
If you see this guy, Dave Rietz,
please thank him for the incredible work he is doing on our
website:
(westernswingsociety.net).

If you haven’t had a chance to visit it you’re missing out!
Dave is entering a complete list of Hall of Fame
members going all the way back to 1981 when our
organization was founded. It is a huge task that
takes up many hours of Dave’s time. Part of what he
is doing is retyping biographies so that they can be
put into the web page.
If you have typing skills and would like to help out
we could use all the help we can get. You can do as
much or as little as you would like and it would be a
great help. Contact Dave Rietz or Ronnie Elkan,
Thanks

MONTHLY MUSIC SESSIONS
The Western Swing Society holds a music and dance
session on the first Sunday of each month, featuring
guest bands and artists and jam sets.
1:00 pm to 5:30 pm at The Machinists Hall
2749 Sunrise Blvd., Rancho Cordova, CA*
Donation: $5 for Members; $8 for Non-Members
For information, browse to
www.westernswingsociety.net
*The address is Sunrise, but the driveway is on Citrus.

Driving Instructions to MACHINISTS HALL: From Hwy 50, take the Sunrise Blvd. South exit and cross two lights (Folsom Blvd. and Trade Center
Drive). After crossing Trade Center, be in the left lane and take the next left
turn which is Citrus Road. You will see an Enterprise Car Rental lot in front
of you. Turn right into the driveway just past Enterprise. You’ll see our sign,
and you are there. Park, come in and join the fun.

