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From the PRESIDENT 
by Bill Seabridge 
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Western Swing Society Music News 

is published monthly by the 

Western Swing Society 

Views and opinions expressed by contrib-

uting authors are not necessarily those of the 

editorial staff or the Society. 

Submitted articles, publicity notices and 

letters not relating directly to the Society or 

its members may be published at the discre-

tion of the Editor, as space permits. The staff 

reserves the right to edit any and all items 

submitted for publication. 

 

Deadline for Submittals: 

All items, photographs, articles, and 

adôs are due to the Editor no later than 

the 10th of the month.  

Hello out there. Well 

it's time to pass the 

Presidential baton and 

hopefully it will relay 

into the stable hands 

of a guitar picker who 

will lead this organi-

zation into an innovative and inter-

esting youth band era! It has been an 

honor to work with such great peo-

ple like Linda Michael, Edd 

Burhans, Olen Dillingham, Rex 

Barnes, the Elkans, Dave Reitz, 

Chuck Webb and Tony Arana. This 

hard working Board of Directors, 

along with Doug Weiss has collec-

tively taken the Western Swing So-

ciety from shaky to solvent and they 

will continue to lead it with dignity 

and dedication into a bright looking 

future. They all deserve a big hand 

along with our other volunteers who 

bring our dance to you every month. 

So in January extend a big THANK 

YOU to your board and to Cora, 

Caroline, Eleanor, Bob and Virginia, 

Gary, Don and Susan, Nancy, Cyndi, 

Janet, Bob and Melody. It is because 

of the efforts of all these good folks 

that our Society's dance is the best 

Western Swing dance that California 

has to offer! 

We had many terrific bands perform 

for us within the last year. It is hard 

to find any better than the likes of 

Buck Ford, Robby James, Gary 

Campbell or Bill Enyeart and their 

respective gifted bands, for example, 

but the Western Swing Society is so 

fortunate to have these and numer-

ous other great bands who donate 

their precious time and talents to 

play for us every first Sunday of the 

month. This is in large part due to 

the natural charms of Ronnie Elkan, 

our music director, who seems to 

 Contintued Next Column 

The Western Swing Society 

PO Box 2474 

Carmichael, CA 95609 

westernswingsociety.net 

Facebook: SacramentoWesternSwingSociety 

 

Founded in 1981 by Loyd and Perry Jones  

to enable performance, preservation and 

perpetuation of the unique American art 

form known as Western Swing Music. 

Officers: 

President, (Open) 

Vice-President, Chuck Webb (916) 689-9546 

Treasurer, Edward Burhans (916) 225-3645 

Secretary, Olen Dillingham (916) 645-8878 

 

Other Directors: 

Tony Arana (775) 971-3070 

Rex Barnes (916) 704-1566 

Ronnie Elkan (916) 765-4345 

Linda Michael (916) 870-7463 

Dave Rietz (916) 806-0520 

 

Staff and Committee Chairpersons: 

Decorating Chair, Rex Barnes 

Equipment and Staging, (open) 

Historian, (open)  

Jam Room, Tony Arana  

Membership Director, Chuck Webb 

Music Director, Ronnie Elkan/Doug Weiss  

Newsletter Team: Editor, (open) 

 Layout and Publication: Ronnie and                       

  Shelley Elkan, 

Photographer, Donald deMars 

Public Relations, Rex Barnes 

Raffle, Bob and Virginia Kuykendall 

Youth Program, Edward Burhans, Dave 

Rietz, Dave Chan 

Slide Show, (open) 

Sound Engineer, Gary Blodgett 

Continued from previous column 

have a penchant for convincing 

good bands to take the stage for 

our listening and dancing enter-

tainment. He is one of the all 

around good guys and we are 

lucky to have him! 

So now I bow out humbled by the 

gracious way you all have treated 

me during my stint as President. I 

hope it was good for you too! Up 

next on January 7th of a "brand" 

New Year, the ladies are back! 

Juliet Gobert and the Heifer Belles 

are the guest band and if history 

repeats, the dance floor is bound 

to be full. With Dry Creek to fol-

low, a good time is guaranteed. So 

be there or be there, staying home 

is not an option. See you on the 

dance floor. 

WINNERS 

tel:%28916%29689-9546
tel:%28916%29%20922-2299
tel:%28916%29645-8878
tel:%28916%29%20806-0520


 

 

Hey Folks, the jam room was 

cooking last month. Itôs always a 

highlight for the folks that partic-

ipate. Weôd like to have you 

write to us about your experience 

if you play in the jam room or go 

in to listen. We'll share your comments here in this 

column. Just send your thoughts to this email:     

ronnie.elkan@gmail.com or send us a letter via snail 

mail. In the meantime weôll list the players who 

joined us last month. 

Terry Crouson on lead guitar, and vocals; Bobby 

Giasson on lead guitar and vocals; Nick Dennis on 

lead guitar and vocals; Lenny Serdahl on lead guitar; 

Tom Gunterman on fiddle and vocals; Dave Rietz on 

fiddle, mandolin and vocals; Chuck Webb on bass 

guitar; Bill Enyeart on bass and vocals; Grace Clark 

on rhythm guitar and vocals; Roy Hannah on rhythm 

guitar and vocals; Nancy Long, Eddie Burr and Peg-

gy Van den Broeck on vocals 

Newcomers were Jimmy Reezo on lead guitar and 

vocals and Leon Womack on vocals. 

Thanks gang. It was great!!!!!! 
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JAM ROOM JAMMERS 

"Swingin' West" -  Mike 

Gross 

KSEY- FM, Seymour, TX  

January 2018  
Songs 

1 Weõre the Time Jumpers-  The Time Jump-

ers (Rounder)  

2 One Fiddle, Two Fiddles -  Bret Raper  

3 Let Me Off in Texas -  Chuck Cusimano  

(Cusimusico)  

4 My San Antonio Rose - The Time Jumpers 

(Rounder) 

5 Headed to the Barn - Hot Texas Swing 

Band 

6 Hidey -Ho Montana- Rodeo & Juliet 

(Horsefly)  

7 Swing Me Back to Texas - 3 Trails West  

8 Dance Hall on the Brazos - Big Hat No Cat-

tle  

9 Love is Just a Two Step Away - Jean Staf-

ford  (Australian)  

10 Those Old Country Songs - Herman Lam-

mers Meyer  (Desert Kid) (German)  

Albums 
1 Somewhere  Near Austin -  Bret Raper  

2 Kid Sister - The Time Jumpers (Rounder)  

3 Big Hat, No Cattle -  Big Hat, No Cattle  

4 Time Changes Everything -  Leon Rausch    

5 Off the Beaten Trail - Hot Texas Swing 

Band 

6 I Hear You Talkinõ- Lake Travis Fiddlers   

7 Paul Schlesinger & his Knights of Western 

Swing- Paul Schlesinger 

8 Live at Barbes - The Brain Cloud  

9 Recollections in Swing - Uptown Drifters  

10 Green Mountain Standard Time -  Rick & 

The Ramblers (Airflyte)  

Mike Gross Top 10 

mailto:ronnie.elkan@gmail.com
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UPCOMING BANDS  

January Juliet Gobert & the Heifer Belles 

February Gary Blodgett and Big Trouble 

March Michael Ray & The Fortunate Few 

April Tony Arana & The Jam Room Band  

May Carolyn Dolan & Friends 

June Shelley Elkan & Bite the Bullet 

July Bob Woods & the Dusty Rustlers 

August Lincoln Highway 

September Robby James & Streets of Bakersfield 

October Hall of Fame (10/5 to 7/2018) 

November Eddie Burr & The Western Swingers 

December Grace Clark & Swingitude 

ALBUM REVIEW with MIKE GROSS 

Album: Time Changes Every-

thing 

Artist: Leon Rausch 

This new CD features 15 cuts of 

which 10 are brand new record-

ings featuring the voice of this 

Western Swing vocal legend. The 

remaining five cuts are four live 

spoken word pieces of the great Bob Wills, Leon's 

longtime boss and a 1987 intro to Leon and his 

group at the White House. Leon is backed on this 

album by so many wonderful musicians including 

the steel guitars of album producer Tommy (Waco) 

Spurlock on most of the cuts and that of the great 

Bobby Koefer on two cuts. Also very prominent are 

the fiddles of James Penni-

baker, James Faver and 

Glen Duncan. So many 

other wonderful musicians 

are heard on this album in-

cluding the piano playing 

of both Floyd Domino and 

Wayne Glasson. 

All of the cuts are from the 

Bob Wills songbook with the exception of Rich 

O'Brien's Bob Wills tribute Taking Bob Back to 

Tulsa. The album opens with Fred Rose's Deep Wa-

ter and also includes Rose's Rose of Old Pawnee. 

Also heard are two of Cindy Walker's masterpieces, 

Dusty Skies and Bubbles in My Beer with Paulette 

Carlson joining Leon on vocal on that one. Rodney 

Crowell guest vocals along with Leon on Ida Red. 

Both Bobby and Tommy's steel guitars are heard on 

Corrine, Corrina. Also brought back are Fan It, 

Tommy Duncan's Time Changes Everything and 4 

or 5 Times with Bobby on steel. 

This album can be ordered for $10 plus $3 for s&h 

from Tommy Spurlock, 351 Buckhorn, Azle, TX 

76020.  

Mike Gross, KSEY-FM, Seymour, TX, KTNK-AM, 

Lompoc, CA & www.swinginwest.com 

MEMBERSHIP 

Any Changes? Keep us up to date on any chang-

es in your membership information, especially email 

addresses. We canôt get your newsletter to you un-

less we have your current information.  

You can mail changes in your information to the 

Society at P.O. Box 2474, Carmichael, CA; phone it 

to (916) 689-9546; or email it to member-

ship@westernswingsociety.net. Thanks! 

Keep on Western Swinginô 

JOIN THE JAM-A-RANA 

The Jam Room is proving to be a great success and 

a lot of fun.  Time often runs out on the main stage 

for guest performers but that doesnôt mean you  

canôt strut your stuff.  Come on back to the JR 

where Board member, Tony óJamminô Arana is in 

charge.  Bring your instrument, voice, fans, or what-

ever and share your talent.  Weôd love to hear you. 

http://www.swinginwest.com
tel:%28916%29689-9546


 

 

BILLY ROBERTS 
Inducted October 7, 1984 

The Western Swing Hall of Fame has become 

unique in an unexpected way, Father and Son mem-

bers, which means this form of American music is 

very stable and in good hands for future devotees of 

country music. 

Already inducted are Vern and Jimmy Baughman, 

Johnny and George Cecil, Truitt and Kirby Cun-

ningham , Loyd and Perry Jones. Today we are writ-

ing about the Hall of Fame son, Billy Roberts whose 

father, ñCottonò Roberts, is also a member. 

Billy is a drummer and vocalist who was exposed to 

music all his life. His first vocal in public was ñYou 

Are My Sunshineò performed with the Loyd Jones 

Band at school when he was 9 or 10 years old. Not 

much later he joined the Loyd Jones Band as drum-

mer. Loyd labeled Billy as one of the best he ever 

used. 

Over the years Billy has played with groups led by 

Tiny Moore, Bill Pray, and Loyd and Perry Jones, as 

well as traveling extensively playing with his own 

group, playing everything from rock to blues to 

country. 
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FOOD AVAILABLE 

Thank you to the  American Legion Post 

#9 for providing us with delicious hot 

food at our monthly dances! 

LARRY G. ANDERSON 
Inducted October 1,2017 

I was born on March 29, 1942 in Wheeler, Texas. 

My dad went to work for a pipeline company in 

Fritch, Texas when I was 5 years old. I attended all 

eight grades of elementary school in Fritch, TX. The 

year I graduated from eighth grade, my father was 

transferred to Miami, TX. I completed all four years 

of high school in Miami, TX, graduating in 1960. I 

attended and completed my college education at 

West Texas State University in Canyon, TX, gradu-

ating in 1964 with a BBA degree in business man-

agement. 

My dad had 3 brothers and 2 sisters, all who played 

music. One of the earliest recollections was going to 

country dances where my uncles played for the 

dances. I became interested in learning to play when 

I was 15 years old and my dad bought me a Sears 

Silvertone guitar. I began learning to play and my 

aunts and uncles would show me chords and I  

Continued next column 

Board Meeting Invitation 

You can attend the Societyôs monthly Board meetings; 

first Sunday of each month starting at 10:30 a.m. in the 

Machinists Hall in Rancho Cordova. 

Continue from previous column 

listened to country and swing music and I tried to 

learn all I could. 

I met some guys in college and started to play more, 

still working on playing guitar. After graduated from 

college, I went to work for a company in Midland, 

TX. I spent 8 months there and then was transferred 

to Andrews, TX. It was there that I met a group mu-

sicians and started playing with them every week. I 

became a pretty good guitar player. 

Two years later I was transferred to Ft. Worth and 

started playing with a group there. It was at this time 

I started playing bass guitar with 2 or 3 groups in 

that area. I moved to Amarillo, TX in 1978 and start-

ed playing with some local bands in the Amarillo 

area and continued until now. I have had the privi-

lege of sitting in with musicians such as Hank Sing-

er, David Waters, Chuck Cusimano, John Buffing-

ton and many others thru the years. I have been a 

member of the Western Swing Music Society of the 

Southwest now for 8 years and have enjoyed playing 

at all the functions. I was elected VP of this society 

in 2014 and continue enjoying country/swing music 

and getting to play with some great musicians. 

I married Betty Bean of Iowa Park, TX in January 

2015 and subsequently moved to Iowa Park after-

wards. Betty is also active in our Western Swing 

music society. We love to dance to Western Swing 

and do so 3 or 4 times a week, as well as playing 

bass for 2 or 3 local groups as needed. 

I was inducted into the Northwest Western Swing 

Music Society in August of 2016. 



 

 

APPLYING FOR MEMBERSHIP AND NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION 

Submit the following information in a note with your check to:  

The Western Swing Society, P.O. Box 2474, Carmichael, CA 95609: 

Name(s), mailing address, email address, and telephone number. 

Fees (make check payable to Western Swing Society) 

Individual Membership, $15 per year.  

Couples Membership, $20 per year. (one address only).  

Dues renew every July. 

If you join during any other month, your membership fee will be prorated to align with the July renewal.  

You will receive a color version of our newsletter via email. Paid membership also includes reduced admission fee at 

Society music functions, and the right to vote in Society elections and on proposed By-Law changes. 

WESTERN SWING SOCIETY MUSIC NEWS January 2018 - Page 6 

Sunday, January 7, 2017 ~ 1:00 pm-3:00 pm 

Juliet Gobert & The Heifer Belles  

FOR YOUR ENTERTAINMENT AND DANCING PLEASURE 

Check out Barbara Martinôs 

http://www.wsmonthly.com/subscribe.html 

Letter From The Editor 

HELP! Here is a way that 

everyone can help. Letôs do a 

better job of clearing the tables 

before we leave. It makes it so 

much easier for the clean-up 

crew. Thank You. 

See Ya All in January, Ronnie (co-editor) 

THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS  

shown and not shown here 

THANK YOU, TYPISTS! 

Big thanks go out to our volunteers: Claudia Ezzell, 

and Shelley Elkan, for helping to digitize historical 

biographies so they can be added to our website by 

Dave Rietz. Dave is doing a ñbang upò job of mod-

ernizing our website! Check it out! 

Lloyd Hooper 
(10/6/31-12/22/2017) 

Dear Western Swing Family, 

Our dear friend, leader of the 

band The Cascade Ramblers, 

past-president and member of 

the NWWSMS board and 

2005 Hall of Fame Inductee, 

Lloyd Hooper passed away 

peacefully, December 22. 

Lloyd was also inducted in to the Western Swing 

Hall of Fame on 

10/7/2007. 

To send his wife, 

Fern, and the family 

a card, please mail it 

to: 

12076 Cohoe Drive 

Burlington, WA 

98233 

http://westernswingsociety.net/
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Western Swing Society Board Meeting Minutes 

December 3, 2017   10:49 AM 

Roll Call:    Board members present:  Terry, Ronnie, 

Rex, Chuck, Bill, Tony, Olen, Dave, and Edd  

Guests:  Don deMars, Shelley Elkan, Janet Jimenez  

Approval of Minutes:  Minutes approved  

Presidentôs Report:  President Bill listed duties of 

the president and spots that will need to be filled at 

the end of his term.  There is no definite news on the 

situation of the Machinists Hall and changes at Aero 

Jet General.  

Treasurerôs Report:  The treasurer reported that we 

have a positive reserve; however we had a negative 

income on last monthôs dance. 

Public Relations:  Discussed having a second, mid-

year fundraiser; and possibly a New Yearôs Eve par-

ty as a future event in addition to our Youth Fund-

raiser to kick off the Hall of Fame weekend 

Newsletter:     Editors stated that the submission of 

western swing related articles are always welcome. 

Report:   none 

Youth Band: (formerly the Scholarship Report) Edd 

reported that a contract was signed with Dave Chan, 

the Youth Band Director.  He has begun to make 

contacts to organize a youth band. Plans and details 

were discussed. 

Music Directorôs Report:  We have a full schedule 

for the coming year. 

Web Master:   Dave asked the board to review our 

web page and give him feedback.  He also solicited 

ideas for using it as a promotional tool, and ideas 

were discussed. 

Unfinished Business:   Logistics of the WSS mem-

bership list was discussed.  

New Business:  none 

PICTURES NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE 

TO DOWNLOAD AND PRINT 

Pictures are now available online. A link will be 

available for each monthôs dance pictures in the 

newsletter and on our website  

http://westernswingsociety.net/. 

 

12-3-2017 Montlhy Dance pictures 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/Qc9qY0HP84nCPllM2 

MAILBAG 

Great newsletter! Thank you 

so much for sharing the arti-

cle on Biff. Our folks will 

certainly enjoy it, and what 

an inspiration he is!  

Warm regards, Jeanne Yeari-

an 

Ronnie and Shelley, 

Thank you for the photos. All the best to you and 

your family for the holidays. 

Sincerely,"Desert" Dan Whitney 

Thank you, everyone, for your contributions to our 

mailbag! 

Ronnie and Shelley Elkan/Editors 

Baughman / Elkan and the ñChristmas Cookiesò band play a 

special Christmas show for the December 3rd dance. 

http://westernswingsociety.net/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/WOtbljlPBmHc6IRn2
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DANCERS 
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TOE TAPPERS 


