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From the PRESIDENT 
by Bill Seabridge 
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Western Swing Society Music News 

is published monthly by the 

Western Swing Society 

Views and opinions expressed by contrib-

uting authors are not necessarily those of the 

editorial staff or the Society. 

Submitted articles, publicity notices and 

letters not relating directly to the Society or 

its members may be published at the discre-

tion of the Editor, as space permits. The staff 

reserves the right to edit any and all items 

submitted for publication. 

 

Deadline for Submittals: 

All items, photographs, articles, and 

ad’s are due to the Editor no later than 

the 10th of the month.  

Hello out there. It’s 

amazing just how 

deeply music is em-

bedded into the fabric 

of the human come-

dy. There has never 

been a society, country or era in time 

where music has ever been non-

existent. From caveman to cowboy, 

music has always 

played a vital role 

in telling the story 

of mankind. The 

down and out indi-

vidual uses it to 

get past "the 

blues" and the 

crowd at the concert share it to get 

"in the mood". From a ballet to a 

barn dance, music seems to be as 

essential to the human condition as 

oxygen. This is why we experience a 

breath of fresh air every first Sunday 

of the month when the Western 

Swing Society opens the doors to the 

dance hall. It appears getting togeth-

er with good friends to dance to 

great music is more than just a 

choice, it's a need fulfilled only by 

being there. So make sure to let eve-

rybody you know they need to make 

it to Western Swing "for the good 

times” to be had on Sunday, Decem-

ber 3rd. 

Well, I'm on my way out at the end 

of the year and our already hard-

working board could use two or 

three volunteers to handle some mi-

nor business. We need somebody 

local to obtain the monthly liquor 

license and get the mail (2 hours), 

we need someone to keep track of 

and refill supplies (2 hours) and we 

need anyone crazy enough to be 

President. Actually we have  

Contintued Next Column 

The Western Swing Society 

PO Box 2474 

Carmichael, CA 95609 

westernswingsociety.net 

Facebook: SacramentoWesternSwingSociety 

 

Founded in 1981 by Loyd and Perry Jones  

to enable performance, preservation and 

perpetuation of the unique American art 

form known as Western Swing Music. 

Officers: 

President, Bill Seabridge (916) 635-9310 

Vice-President, Chuck Webb (916) 689-9546 

Treasurer, Edward Burhans (916) 225-3645 

Secretary, Olen Dillingham (916) 645-8878 

 

Other Directors: 

Tony Arana (775) 971-3070 

Rex Barnes (916) 704-1566 

Ronnie Elkan (916) 765-4345 

Linda Michael (916) 870-7463 

Dave Rietz (916) 806-0520 

 

Staff and Committee Chairpersons: 

Decorating Chair, Rex Barnes 

Equipment and Staging, (open) 

Historian, (open)  

Jam Room, Tony Arana  

Membership Director, Chuck Webb 

Music Director, Ronnie Elkan/Doug Weiss  

Newsletter Team: Editor, (open) 

 Layout and Publication: Ronnie and                       

  Shelley Elkan, 

Photographer: Donald deMars 

Public Relations, Rex Barnes 

Raffle, Bob and Virginia Kuykendall 

Scholarship, Ronnie Elkan  

Slide Show, open 

Sound Engineer, Gary Blodgett 

Website, Dave Rietz  

Continued from previous column 

instituted steps to ease the load for 

this position. The Presidency 

should be filled by a musician--

since this is a musician's organiza-

tion. PRESIDENT OF THE 

WESTERN SWING SOCIETY 

would look good and stand out on 

any musical resume, so pick this 

position for a few hours per month 

along with your guitar and help 

keep this noble organization going 

strong. Doug Weiss and I have left 

it in good order. All you have to 

do is keep it there. Please step up 

to the plate. Thanks. 

This December we have a holiday 

treat when Baughman/Elkan & the 

"Christmas Cookies" Band take 

the stage. If Shelley & Linda are 

singing, that's a Christmas gift we 

all should hear! So bring your 

family, your friends and your 

Christmas spirits to the Machin-

ist's Hall and dance in Dry Creek 

country for the holidays. 

See you on the dance floor! 

tel:%28916%29635-9310
tel:%28916%29689-9546
tel:%28916%29%20922-2299
tel:%28916%29645-8878
tel:%28916%29%20806-0520
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BIFF ADAM HONORED FOR HIS CHARITY AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

We are very proud to share the recent honor bestowed 

on our own Biff Adam. The photos and artifacts 

shown below proudly grace the rotunda of the Her-

shey Industrial School (now Milton Hershey School), 

in Hershey, Pennsylvania, where Biff resided in his 

youth from the age of 13, after the death of his par-

ents. 

The next time you see Biff, give him a big congratula-

tions and ask him more about the Hershey Industrial 

School, a place he loves and supports. He has some 

stories! 

Here is another interesting article on Biff, written in 

2015 by his hometown paper, The Sun. Ronnie 

Elkan emailed the newpaper’s editor, who sent him 

the following article. Enjoy! 

Article courtesy of The Sun 

June 11, 2015  

Ringo, Ronald And Biff 
Drumming With The Stars 

By Susan Alger, Coordinator, MHS Department of 

School History  

What do Ringo Starr, Ronald Reagan, and Milton  

Continued in next column 

Continued from previous column 

Hershey School have in common? A drummer by 

the name of Biff. Clair “Biff” Adam came to Her-

shey Industrial School (now Milton Hershey School) 

in December 1949 at the age of 13 from Reading 

after the death of his parents. 

From eighth grade to his graduation in 1954, he en-

joyed life in a farm home. In a recent interview he 

shared, “I liked milking, I liked farming. I took care 

of the horses right from when I first got there…I got 

to work them so in the summer when we were bring-

ing in hay, I was driving the horses and I didn’t have 

to pitch bales (of hay).” 

After taking mechanical aptitude tests, Biff chose 

the machinist vocational training. He was good at 

math, liked the machine shop, and appreciated that it 

was clean, “that you didn’t have to go out and get 

dirty.” 

Continued on Page 12 



 

 

Hey Folks, the jam room was 

cooking last month. It’s always a 

highlight for the folks that partic-

ipate. We’d like to have you 

write to us about your experience 

if you play in the jam room or go 

in to listen. We'll share your comments here in this 

column. Just send your thoughts to this email:     

ronnie.elkan@gmail.com or send us a letter via snail 

mail. In the meantime we’ll list the players who 

joined us last month. 

Terry Crouson on lead guitar, banjo and vocals; 

Bobby Giasson on lead guitar, banjo and vocals; 

Dave Rietz on fiddle, mandolin and vocals; Billy 

Smith on fiddle; Tom Phelps on pedal steel and vo-

cals; Chuck Webb on bass guitar; Bill Enyeart on 

bass and vocals; Grace Clark on rhythm guitar and 

vocals; Don Spike on rhythm guitar and vocals; 

Nancy Long and Paula Dula on vocals 

Thanks gang it was great!!!!!! 

Until Next Time, See Ya! 

Tony Arana, Jam Room Host 

WESTERN SWING SOCIETY MUSIC NEWS                 December 2017 - Page 4 

JOIN THE JAM-A-RANA 

The Jam Room is proving to be a great success and 

a lot of fun.  Time often runs out on the main stage 

for guest performers but that doesn’t mean you  

can’t strut your stuff.  Come on back to the JR 

where Board member, Tony ‘Jammin’ Arana is in 

charge.  Bring your instrument, voice, fans, or what-

ever and share your talent.  We’d love to hear you. 

JAM ROOM JAMMERS 

"Swingin' West"- Mike 

Gross 

KSEY-FM, Seymour, TX 

December 1, 2017 

Songs 
1 We’re the Time Jumpers-  The Time Jump-

ers (Rounder)  

2 My San Antonio Rose- The Time Jumpers 

(Rounder) 

3 Hidey-Ho Montana- Rodeo & Juliet 

(Horsefly) 

4 One Fiddle, Two Fiddles-  Bret Raper  

5 Let Me Off in Texas-  Chuck Cusimano  

(Cusimusico)  

6 Dance Hall on the Brazos- Big Hat No Cat-

tle 

7 She’s All Texas- Ed Montana  (Six Pack 

Music)  

8 Headed to the Barn- Hot Texas Swing 

Band 

9 The Cimarron Was Red and on the Rise- KR 

Wood  (Vocal- Red Steagall) (Texanna) 

10 Swing Me Back to Texas- 3 Trails West 

Albums 
1 Kid Sister- The Time Jumpers (Rounder) 

2 Somewhere  Near Austin-  Bret Raper  

3 Big Hat, No Cattle-  Big Hat, No Cattle  

4 I Hear You Talkin’- Lake Travis Fiddlers   

5 Live at Barbes- The Brain Cloud  

6 Paul Schlesinger & his Knights of Western 

Swing- Paul Schlesinger 

7 Time Changes Everything-  Leon Rausch    

8 Off the Beaten Trail- Hot Texas Swing 

Band 

9 Recollections in Swing- Uptown Drifters  

Mike Gross Top 10 

mailto:ronnie.elkan@gmail.com


 

 

December WSS 

Family-Friendly Christmas Show 

Mark the calendar and join the fun with  

Baughman / Elkan & the                                 

“Christmas Cookies” Band 

December 3rd WSS Dance, 1—3 PM 

Don your holiday attire and dance 

to some of your                       

Christmas favorites 
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ALBUM REVIEW with MIKE GROSS 

Album: Off The Beaten Trail 

Artist: Hot Texas Swing Band 

This is a new CD, the fourth 

by this wonderful Texas band 

that combines Western 

Swing, Texas dance hall and 

big band instrumentation with some top class 

vocals on 13 beautiful cuts. As with their 

previous CDs the band's sound is reminiscent 

of Bob Wills' big World War II vintage 

band. 

Alex Dormont produced this future hit al-

bum, does vocals and is the band's bassist. 

The steel guitarist is Dave Biller and Ste-

phen Bidwell plays drums. The fiddle player 

is Ileana Nina and the trumpet and accordion 

heard are those of Jimmy Shortell. Cat 

Clemons plays guitar, Joey Colarusso plays 

sax, Dan Walton- piano and in addition to 

Alex, Selena Rosanbalm and Liz Morphis are 

heard on vocals and harmony vocals. 

The album opens with an 

Alex original, the album 

title tune, on which he 

does vocal. Alex also 

wrote and does vocal on 

Headed Back to the 
Barn, Snow in Amarillo and My Blue Guitar. 
Another of Alex's Compositions is How Do I 
Not with Liz on vocal. He also wrote This 
Time sung by Selena. She also sings the old 

pop standard Cry Me a River, the old Julie 

London memory and I Hear You Talkin' from 

the wonderful prolific pen of Cindy Walker. 

Alex is also in the vocal spotlight on Stuart 

Hamblen's classic composition and hit, Texas 
Plains and from both  George Jones and the 

Big Bopper (J.P. Richardson), JP's composi-

tion, White Lightnin'. Also included are 

Johnny Gimble's instrumental Bull Whip and  

Continued Next Column 

Album Review Continued 
two more with Liz on vocal, from the Ella 

Mae Morse hit parade Cow Cow Boogie and 

Liz's own Baton Rouge Waltz. 

The album can be obtained from Alex Dor-

mont, 501 Spring Creek Rd, Dripping Springs, 

TX 78620. The cost for mail orders is $19. 

To order online, go to 

www.HotTexasSwingBand.com  or to iTunes 

or www.amazon.com. 

Mike Gross, KSEY-FM, Seymour, TX & KTNK

-AM, Lompac, CA @ www.swinginwest.com 

MEMBERSHIP 

Any Changes? Keep us up to date on any chang-

es in your membership information, especially email 

addresses. We can’t get your newsletter to you un-

less we have your current information.  

You can mail changes in your information to the 

Society at P.O. Box 2474, Carmichael, CA; phone it 

to (916) 689-9546; or email it to member-

ship@westernswingsociety.net. Thanks! 

Keep on Western Swingin’ 

http://www.HotTexasSwingBand.com
http://www.amazon.com
http://www.swinginwest.com
tel:%28916%29689-9546


 

 

YULIE & VANE RUTH 
Inducted October 2, 2016 

Yulie and Vane Ruth, both born and raised in the 

south american country of Argentina, are into pure 

Country and Western Swing Music.  Yulie, born 

Julio Cesar Rutigliano in 1966; and Vane, born 

Vanessa Rodriquez in 1979, are an outstanding mu-

sical couple.  They fell in love with each other 

through their love for music. 

Yulie is a singer, song-writer, and guitar and bass 

player.  Vane is a great singer and plays both the 

guitar and mandolin.  Yulie played behind the late 

B.B. King when B.B. King toured Argentina.  But 

Yulie put together a Western Swing band and rec-

orded “Waiting for A Train” and other songs on an 

album entitled “The Country Came to Stay.”  Later 

he released “Yodels” and “Renegado.” 

With his lovely wife, Vane (also a great song writ-

er), he recorded some duets entitled “So Far from 

Texas” and “Spoiled Girl.”  Andoni Urkiaga, a lead-

ing European chronicler titled Vane “The Queen of 

Country Music in Spanish.” 

Yulie and Vane have continued to record and enter-

tain when and wherever.  Their tours have included 

much of Europe (Spain in particular), but also Mex-

ico and the US.  And they have a daughter named 

Azul Merlina.  The Merlina name was in honor of 

the great Merle Haggard. 

Many of their recordings are in both English and 

Spanish.  “Por el Camino del Country (Country 

Road-a John Denver song),” “Looking For Love,” 

“Eighteen Wheels and a Dozen Roses,” “Route 66,” 

“Southern Wheels,” and more. 

Ladies and gentlemen, this is one great and talented 

couple.  
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FOOD AVAILABLE 

Thank you to the  American Legion Post 

#9 for providing us with delicious hot 

food at our monthly dances! 

SAMMY SAMS 
Inducted October 2 2016 

Sammy Sams was born in Lucas County, Iowa, in 

1936.  He grew up listening to all kinds of Western 

Swing Music.  There was the music on the juke box-

es, the radio had the Grand Ole Opry and Louisiana 

Hayride plying every weekend.  And, of course, liv-

ing in Iowa, you listened to the WHO radio station 

located in Des Moines.  And, also, you listened to 

music out of Del Rio, Texas, hearing Bob Wills and 

the Texas Playboys and other varieties of Country 

Music. 

From this, Sammy developed his love for Western 

Swing.  He would regularly attend any and all danc-

es in the area, particularly barn dances listening to 

fiddles, guitars, accordions, and harmonicas. 

Entering in the Navy to serve his Country, he con-

tinued to look for Country Music venues to go listen 

and dance.  And Sammy was always great to volun-

teer to help out whenever needed. 

Moving to the Sacramento area some years ago, 

Sammy was introduced to the Sacramento Western 

Swing Society.  He not only attended to listen and 

dance, but he also became a volunteer helping to set 

up and take down whatever was needed for the 

dancing and entertainment.  And his devoted love 

for Western Swing has been much recognized by his 

dedication and helpfulness. 

Sammy has been an outstanding supporter, helper 

and promoter. 

Sammy you are a rare breed. 

Board Meeting Invitation 

You can attend the Society’s monthly Board meetings; 

first Sunday of each month starting at 10:30 a.m. in the 

Machinists Hall in Rancho Cordova. 



 

 

APPLYING FOR MEMBERSHIP AND NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION 

Submit the following information in a note with your check to:  

The Western Swing Society, P.O. Box 2474, Carmichael, CA 95609: 

Name(s), mailing address, email address, and telephone number. 

Fees (make check payable to Western Swing Society) 

Individual Membership, $15 per year.  

Couples Membership, $20 per year. (one address only).  

Dues renew every July. 

If you join during any other month, your membership fee will be prorated to align with the July renewal.  

You will receive a color version of our newsletter via email. Paid membership also includes reduced admission fee at 

Society music functions, and the right to vote in Society elections and on proposed By-Law changes. 
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Sunday, December 3, 2017 ~ 1:00 pm-3:00 pm 

Baughman/Elkan & the “Christmas Cookies Band” 

FOR YOUR ENTERTAINMENT AND DANCING PLEASURE 

Check out Barbara Martin’s 

http://www.wsmonthly.com/subscribe.html 

Letter From The Editor 

Well, there’s a lot going on here that is exciting for 

WSS. The establishment of our Youth program, a 

full 2018 calendar of music and the great folks that 

make it happen. Yes, that is you guys. 

At our Hall of Fame and after every dance there is 

someone that reminds me of how much they enjoy 

the people that come to the dances. Everyone jumps 

in to give somebody a hug or a howdy and the joy is 

contagious. There are so many people to thank every 

month, but this month I want to thank the folks that 

make it happen by having fun and enjoying the or-

ganization. 

See Ya All in December, Ronnie (co-editor) 

THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS  

shown and not shown here 

THANK YOU, TYPISTS! 

Big thanks go out to our volunteers: Claudia Ezzell, 

and Shelley Elkan, for helping to digitize historical 

biographies so they can be added to our website by 

Dave Rietz. Dave is doing a “bang up” job of mod-

ernizing our website! Check it out! 

http://westernswingsociety.net/
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November 5, 2017   10:30 am 

Roll Call:    Board members present:  Terry, Ronnie, 

Rex, Chuck, Bill, Tony, Olen, Dave, Edd and Linda 

Guests:  Don deMars, Shelley Elkan, Dave Chan 

Approval of Minutes:  Minutes approved  

President’s Report:  Bill initiated a discussion about 

clarifying admission to hall of fame for performing 

musicians and a companion.  It was approved by the 

board that performing musicians and one companion 

will receive free admission for the weekend to the 

HOF festival. 

Requirements of the monthly renewal of our liquor 

license was discussed. 

Treasurer’s Report:  The treasurer reported that our 

income has been stable and that our youth program 

fundraiser was a success.  The board expressed their 

thanks to Rex for spearheading the event. 

Public Relations:  Rex wants anyone who has input 

or suggestions about the fundraiser to email him 

with their ideas for what went well or how to im-

prove for next year. 

Newsletter:  none 

Scholarship Report: Dave Chan was introduced by 

Edd.  Dave gave a presentation on his vision to cre-

ate a youth group for the Western Swing Society to 

perpetuate our music.  The board voted to proceed 

with Dave as an organizer/leader of a youth band for 

our society. 

Music Director’s Report:  none 

Web Master:   Dave reported continued progress. 

Unfinished Business:  none 

New Business:  none 

Adjourn:  12:00 

Western Swing Society Board Meeting Minutes 

PICTURES NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE 

TO DOWNLOAD AND PRINT 

Pictures are now available online. A link will be 

available for each month’s dance pictures in the 

newsletter and on our website  

http://westernswingsociety.net/. 

 

11-5-2017 Montlhy Dance pictures 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/WOtbljlPBmHc6IRn2 

MAILBAG 

Hi Western Swing Family-I 

just wanted to take a mo-

ment to be thankful. Thank-

ful for so many things.  

First off, I want to thank our 

outgoing President, Bill Sea-

bridge, for his great leadership  and unflagging ef-

forts these past years to make sure our organization 

had the best experience available. Bill, we are very 

grateful for your service! 

I’m also thankful to be surrounded by such wonder-

ful friends and family. Each and every one of you in 

our Western Swing family have enriched my experi-

ence. 

Lastly, my hearfelt thanks to Ronnie, my spouse, 

who makes every day a holiday. 

Merry Christmas everyone!  

Shelley Elkan (co-editor) 

Hello— We were at the Sunday dance when a new 

female singer took the stage for a couple of songs. 

Wow, she has a very powerful voice, and she tried 

to stir up extra excitement with her singing. My 

question is who was she? We really enjoyed her, 

and wonder when or if she could preform as a guest 

band? If she has a band what information do you 

know about her? 

Thanks, Jerry/Joan Ontiveros. 

Response: Jerry and Joan: Thank  you for your 

note. The singer’s name is Janice and she is a friend 

of Jimmy and Linda Baughman. We will pass along 

the compliment and see if we can get her back in as 

a guest singer! 

Thank you, Ronnie and Shelley Elkan/Editors 

http://westernswingsociety.net/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/WOtbljlPBmHc6IRn2
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DANCERS 
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CELEBRATING OUR GOOD TIMES 
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WINNERS UPCOMING BANDS  

December Baughman Elkan & “Christmas Cookies” 

January Juliet Gobert & the Heifer Belles 

February Gary Blodgett and Big Trouble 

March Michael Ray & The Fortunate Few 

April Robby James & Streets of Bakersfield 

May Carolyn Dolan & Friends 

June Shelley Elkan & Bite the Bullet 

July Bob Woods & the Dusty Rustlers 

August Lincoln Highway 

September Tony Arana & The Jam Room Band  

October Hall of Fame 

November Eddie Burr & The Western Swingers 

December Grace Clark & Swingitude 

 



 

 

Ringo, Ronald and Biff—Continued from previous 

column 

One night, Merle Haggard came in to the Palomino 

Club after recording at Capitol Records and saw 

what Biff could do on the drums. Haggard needed a 

drummer for his Strangers band and offered the job 

to Biff. With a daughter still in high school, Biff 

turned down the offer. A few weeks later, Haggard 

came back. Biff and his wife, Betty, decided they 

would give it a try. 

Merle Haggard got a good value with Biff Adam. 

Not only was 

he an amazing 

drummer, his 

machinist 

training came 

in handy again 

and enabled 

him to take 

care of the 

tour buses. 

With his Navy 

leadership 

training, he 

served as the 

band leader. 

The band trav-

eled all over 

the world and 

Biff took care 

of everything, 

arranging flights and hotels. In his modest way, Biff 

says, “I was a pretty good organizer. I lucked out at 

that. They let me do everything.” 

Biff appeared on more than 70 albums with Merle 

Haggard’s Strangers band and other musicians in-

cluding Willie Nelson. The band opened for Bob 

Dylan and the Rolling Stones. The Academy of 

Country Music recognized the band as “Touring 

Band of the Year” 

When asked what experience meant the most during 

his long career, Biff shared that performing for Pres-

ident Nixon in 1973 was a thrill, but most meaning-

ful was when they worked the western White House 

for President Reagan’s birthday. Biff said that Presi-

dent Reagan was, “a super person” and his wife Bet-

ty became friends with Nancy Reagan. In his unas-

suming manner, Biff said, “Then of course, I met  

Continued on page 15 

Merle Haggard and Biff Adam  
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Ringo, Ronald and Biff—Continued from Page 3 

As a new student, Biff learned that he could take 

music lessons and decided to give it a try. After six 

months of lessons, J. Atlee Young, the music teach-

er and band director, told him that Biff was doing 

better than him at reading music and coordination. 

Biff quickly learned the marching band’s street beat 

and played in the band until he started playing foot-

ball. Biff didn’t give up the drums, playing big band 

music in the Spartan orchestra and teaching other 

students how to play. 

How did a boy who liked farming and learned the 

machinist trade turn into a professional drummer for 

Merle Haggard? After graduation, Biff joined the 

Navy at a suggestion of a friend. Biff did well in the 

Navy, moving up the ranks swiftly to First Class 

Petty Officer, and credits that to his vocational train-

ing at Milton Hershey School. He had the opportuni-

ty to be in a Navy band, but wanted to travel and 

didn’t want to be stationed in Washington, D.C., to 

“just play for the big, high falutin’ guys.” 

While serving on the USS Wilkinson in Long 

Beach, Calif., Biff and his buddies went to music 

clubs on shore leave and his buddies suggested to 

club bands that Biff sit in on the drums for them. 

“So, I used to get up and play drums,” Biff said. “I 

got to meet Roger Miller and Bobby Bare. They 

said, ‘when you get out of the Navy and if you’re 

looking for a job, just come on back here.’ So, that’s 

basically how I got into country music.” 

After four years in the Navy, Biff went back to his 

brother’s family in Kutztown, but jobs for drummers 

were scarce. He loaded his drums and went back to 

Long Beach. He played for six years in the Palomi-

no Club in North Hollywood, one of the top clubs in 

the country, with a band called Red Rhoades and the 

Detours. Biff played six nights a week at the Palo-

mino Club, on recordings for Capital Records, and 

in a house band in Disneyland on Sunday after-

noons. 

Biff is credited with creating the double shuffle 

technique. Unlike other drummers playing a shuffle 

with just their right hand, he started playing it both 

with the right hand on the high hat and left on the 

snare drum. Drummers everywhere copied the tech-

nique and still use it, so you might call Biff the 

“father of the double shuffle.” 

Continued in next column 
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OTHER WESTERN SWING MUSIC  

ORGANIZATIONS/MUSIC HAPPENINGS 

Bakersfield Country Music Museum,  P.O. Box 

81623, Bakersfield CA 93380-1623. Call 661-366-

6003 24/7 for more information.  

Buck Ford & Pure Country Band: Check Web-

site for schedule, http://www.buckford.com/

calendar/ 

Canadian Western Swing Music Society,  Con-

tact: John York, 3565 Cambridge St., Vancouver, 

BC, Canada V5K 1M3.  Phone 604-299-2301. 

CA Old Time Fiddlers Association, Meets 2nd 

Sunday. Orangevale Grange on Walnut Avenue in 

Orangevale, CA. www.cbaontheweb.org/

region_details.asp? Region 2 

Cowtown Society of Western Music,  Contact: 

Joe Baker, Membership Director, 940-452-6300, 

4361 F.M. 1195, Mineral Springs, TX 76067 

Greater Arizona Country/Western Swing Associ-

ation and Hall of Fame, Inc.  PO Box 953, Dew-

ey, AZ 86326. Contact Jim Gamble at 928-458-

0714. 

Lincoln Highway Band,  4th Sunday of the 

month, 1-4pm, VFW  POST 4647, 3300 U Street, 

North Highlands, $5.00 cover charge. For more in-

formation call (916) 580-7390.  

Northwest Western Swing Music Society,   

Contact: Jeannie Yearian, President, 425-432-7888, 

or cell 206-271-2295, Lynnwood Eagles, 19223 

Hwy. 99, Lynnwood, WA.  Meets 2nd Sunday   

www.nwwsms.com 

Sacramento Jazz Society,  2nd Sunday of each 

month, NOON to 5:00 at Elks Lodge #6, 6446 Riv-

erside Blvd. and Florin Rd., Sacramento, CA 95831. 

$8 for members and $10 for non-members. 

Western Swing Music Society of the Southwest,  
PO Box 644, Shattuck, OK 73858. Meets quarterly. 

Go to website at:  www.wsmss.com.   

WEB PAGE REPORT 
If you see this guy, Dave Rietz, 

please thank him for the incredi-

ble work he is doing on our web-

site: (westernswingsociety.net). 

 
Continued  Next Column 

Web PageContinued 

If you haven’t had a chance to visit it you’re miss-

ing out! 

Dave is entering a complete list of Hall of Fame 

members going all the way back to 1981 when our 

organization was founded. It is a huge task that 

takes up many hours of Dave’s time. Part of what he 

is doing is retyping biographies so that they can be 

put into the web page. 

If you have typing skills and would like to help out 

we could use all the help we can get. You can do as 

much or as little as you would like and it would be a 

great help. Contact Dave Rietz or Ronnie Elkan, 

Thanks 

Driving Instructions to MACHINISTS HALL:   From Hwy 50, take the Sun-
rise Blvd. South exit and cross two lights (Folsom Blvd. and Trade Center 

Drive). After crossing Trade Center, be in the left lane and take the next left 

turn  which is Citrus Road.  You will see an Enterprise Car Rental lot in front 
of you. Turn right into the driveway just past Enterprise. You’ll see our sign, 

and you are there.  Park, come in and join the fun. 

MONTHLY MUSIC SESSIONS 

The Western Swing Society holds a music and dance 

session on the first Sunday of each month, featuring 

guest bands and artists and jam sets. 

1:00 pm to 5:30 pm  at The Machinists Hall 

2749 Sunrise Blvd., Rancho Cordova, CA* 

Donation:  $5 for Members;  $8 for Non-Members 

For information, browse to 

www.westernswingsociety.net 
*The address is Sunrise, but the driveway is on Citrus. 

Please assist the ladies at the door by having your 

RED MEMBERSHIP CARD in your hand as you 

enter the Hall. Thank you for your cooperation. 

BIG REQUEST! 



 

 

The Western Swing Society is very much interested in 

forming a Youth Program to get the next generation of 

Western Swingers involved! The board has created a com-

mittee to manage the youth program consisting of Edd 

Burhans, Olen Dillingham and Dave Rietz. 

We plan to feature our WSS-sponsored youth band during 

each month’s dance session so that they can get some inval-

uable on-stage experience. The board is in final interviews 

for an instructor, ready and willing to lead our youth band. 

We just need two to three middle to high-school-aged youth 

as a foundation for our band. We can supplement from our 

regular WSS musician base for any instruments needed for 

performances. 

If you know of a budding musician interested in furthering 

his or her skills, please get in touch with Edd! 

Edd Burhans, Treasurer, (916) 225-3645 

Western Swing Society Youth Program 

ALBUM REVIEWS  
by Mike Gross 

Album: Somewhere Near 

Austin 

Artist: Bret Raper 

Fiddle, acoustic guitar and 

piano player Bret Raper has 

just issued a fantastic 

Western Swing album that 

he co-produced, consisting of 12 very enjoy-

able tunes. Many other musicians also partic-

ipated to create this gem. Others are Rob 

Hajacos, also on fiddle, the steel guitars of 

Gary Carter, Robby Turner and the great 

Doug Jernigan and also on piano are Scott 

Todd, Craig Brenner and Robby Turner. The 

album bass players are Rick Ferguson, Jimmy 

Carter and Kevin Grant. The drummers are 

Dan Jackson, Lonnie Wilson, Brian Fuller and 

Zachery Todd. The acoustic guitarists are 

James Mitchell, Danny 

Parks and Tyler Par-

ker. James and Danny 

also join the great 

Gregg Galbraith on 

lead guitars. Beside 

Bret on piano, we also 

hear Scott Todd, Craig Brenner and Robby 

Turner while Tobin Wingard plays harmonica. 

The background vocalists are Pam Water-

ford, Gordon Lowry, Libby Lowry and Dave 

Matney.  

The album opens from the Bob Wills song 

book with Lloyd Wood singing Cherokee 
Maiden. Others from the Bob Wills hit pa-

rade are San Antonio Rose, Roly Poly, Faded 
Love and Cindy Walker's Sugar Moon. Bor-

rowed from Ray Price is One Fiddle, Two Fid-
dles and from the pen of legendary DJ, Bill 

Mack is Drinking Champagne. Borrowed from  
Continued next column 

Continued from previous column  
country music is the Patsy Cline memory, 

Walking After Midnight and from Tracy 

Byrd, Back in the Swing of Things. Kyle 

Strauser brings back Kokomo Arnold's Milk 
Cow Blues from the Johnnie Lee Wills library 

and also remembered are two instrumentals, 

Westphalia Waltz and Orange Blossom Spe-
cial. The vocalists are wonderful and in addi-

tion to the two already mentioned Hannah 

Williamson and Ernie Rowell each do two of 

the vocals while others are sung by Angela 

Parker, Greg Parker and Amber Martin. 

This gem is not for sale but I am sure it will 

make its mark with other classic Western 

Swing albums that I have previously re-

viewed. Bret can be contacted at 

brt.raper@gmail.com 

Mike Gross, KSEY-FM, Seymour, TX & KTNK

-AM, Lompoc, CA & www.swinginwest.com 
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Ringo, Ronald and Biff—Continued from previous 

column 

Hall of Fame. 

Reflecting on how his days at Milton Hershey 

School made an impact on his life, “I tell every-

body…I learned three trades. I learned a trade as a 

machinist, I could have been a farmer, and plus the 

music part. I had three chances… you learn how to 

take care of yourself…If something goes wrong you 

got to handle it yourself.” 

Milton Hershey’s dream was to give students in his 

school opportunities, “to give as many boys as pos-

sible real homes, real comforts, education, and train-

ing, so they would be useful and happy citizens.” 

Clair “Biff” Adam is the embodiment of that dream. 

Milton Hershey School is one of the world’s best 

private schools, offering a top-notch education and 

positive home life to children in pre-kindergarten 

through 12th grade from families of lower income at 

no charge. Learn more at www.mhskids.org. 

WESTERN SWING SOCIETY MUSIC NEWS                 December 2017 - Page 15 

Ringo, Ronald and Biff—Continued from Page 12 

Ringo Starr, (he) is a close friend of mine. Some of 

the Stones, yeah, I know a lot of people.” 

Biff was honored by MHS in 2008 with the W. Pur-

nell Payne Lifetime Achievement Award for Musi-

cal & Vocal Performing Arts. At that time, he donat-

ed a Taye drum set to the school for students to use 

in performances. He also gave five Gold Records 

and two pair of drumsticks in a case with plaque in-

scription that gives thanks to the school, “for giving 

me the opportunity to pursue a professional music 

career and exposing me to the highest level of teach-

ing of the fine arts of music appreciation.” 

Biff lives in Northern California with his daughters 

Debbie and Connie, and has four grandchildren and 

one great-grandchild. Biff formerly retired in 2013, 

but hasn’t given up the drums. He still plays and still 

gets asked about creating that double shuffle. Milton 

Hershey School honored Biff in 2014 by inducting 

him into the Visual and Performing Arts Spartan  

Continued in next column 
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